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CHAP. I. 


4e *Tis but to loſe 
c A few unhappy moments z tis to reſt 
« The ſooner from my cares, to feel no more 
„ «© The bitterneſs of miſery and inſult 
That bait my weary ſoul,” 5 
- 7 | MALLET, 7 
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Ir bas been mentioned that Sir Piercy Del- 


ville had found his heart by no means prook . | 


24 
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againſt the numberleſs attractions of Ms. 


Delamain (fo Serena appeared), at Jamaica; 
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SERENA. "Þ 


and alſo that he had fortitude enough, 
upon making the dilcovery, to withdraw 


himſelt 1 in a great meaſure-front her ſociety; 
but there was a fort of faſcination ! in the 
very name of the fair miſtreſs of Belleville, 
ſo was the villa near Kingſton called, that 
too often ſeduced him from what be con- 
ceived to be his duty : and he took the firſt 
opportunity of exchanging his preſent poll 
for that of an Officer on board one of the 


ſhips appointed to return to Europe, who 


— Wiſhed to remain in the Welt Indies. 


In the ſoothing coniciouſneſs, ever ſo 


dear to an honourable mind, of having done 


night, Delville ſoon regained his tranquillity, 
and Mrs. Delamain was only thought of by 


" him as a woman, whole perfections muſt 
render the man who had the honour to call 


her 
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her bis, ſupremely happy; but, though 


Delville might ſometimes wiſh that he had 


been that man, envy had no o place in his 


boſom. 


During the ſhort time that Sir Piercy re- 


mained in England, previous to his attend- 


ing his ſhip on the Halifax ſtation, a fort of 
ſenſitive delicacy that he felt in his own. 
mind regarding-the lovely Serena, prevented 
his ever mentioning his acquaintance with 
her, or even repeating her name 3 -E- 
did he even happen ever to hear it. But 
on his return from America the caſe Was 


E different: in teveral circles where he hap- 


pened to be, the conduct of Mrs. De lamain 


vas loudly ſpoken of for its daring: impro- 
priety, at the ſame time that her amiable 
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4 | SERENA. 
qualities. were generally allowed their full 
. | | 


merit. 


Delville liſtened in ſilence to theſe ac- 
counts of a wolftin, whom he had conſidered 


as the moſt perfect of her ſex, and ſighed for 


the fall of Serena when Honora only was 


ſpoken of. 


i 


One day, a a very ſhort time after his ar- 
rival from America, as Sir Piercy was ſtand- 


ing at a window, in the lodgings of a friend, 


he happened careleſſly to caſt his eye acroſs 
the ſtreet to the window of a houſe oppolite, 

and was extremely aſtoniſhed to behold 

Serena; not leſs beautiful indeed, but leſs 

blooming than ſhe had been when he laſt 

; Jaw her in Jamaica, uncloſing the ſhut- 
ters, to admit the light and warmth of the 
ſun 


ſun into a ſmall e Td” but plainly | 


| furniſhed, in which fat a ſick perſon reclin- 
ing in an eaſy chair. Whether it was man 
or woman that experienced. the attention of 
: Serena he could not deGig Y as the high 
back of the chair was turns to the window 3 
; but the form of that lovely woman, as ſhe 
; paſſed backwards and forwards to collect a 
thouſand little comforts for the invalid, faſ- 
cinated his attention; and it was with ex- 
5 treme regret that he ſaw her, in about five 
8 minutes, let down the window curtain, hich ; 
. ſhut the room entirely from his vicw. | 
ls 5 . f 
1d Conſidering what had been, and what | 4 
6 were now his thoughts of Serena, it is not 
it wonderful that Delville continued to rumi- . 
+ W (hate concerning her long after he ceaſed to = 
PF behold her; and it is only truth to ſay that 4 f 
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it all tended to his conſideration of the poſ. 


Ber. 


1 Sir Piercy Delville, though a moſt truly 


amiable young man, was not a Sir Charles 


Grandifon ; and though that prudent and 
infallible perſonage might have felt averſe 
again to behold a woman, ſituated as Del- 
ville imagined Serena to be, if he could have 
no hope of introducing her into the ſociety 
of Magdalens, Delville had too much of 
the nature of other young men, not to form 
* very different wiſhes and deſigns. 
: 7 3 
| Though when he had beheld Serena in 
| the facred character of a virtuous wife, con- 
8 ſtituting the felicity of an amiable man, 
| 3 ſuch as Delamain appeared to be, he had re- 
11 1 ſolution 


SERENA. 1 1 2 
ſolution enough to fly. beyond the reach of 
her attractions, and the treachery of his. - 
own feelings, he did not by any means 
think himſelf called upon to repeat this act. 
of heroiſm when he a ſecond time met 
with her, under the circumſtances he now. 
ſuppoſed—a falſe and fugitive wife, de- | 
ſpiſing the cenſures of the world, and ſeem- 


- 


ing to vaunt her ſhame ! 


But whilſt Delville was yet debating on. 
the means of introducing himſelf to Mrs. 
Delamain, he could not reſiſt his defire of 5 
ſecing her by the fame means he had already 
done; and on the next day he returned to the 
lodgings of his friend, who he found was not 
at home—a circumſtance which did not _ 5 
vent him from aſcending to the dining-room, 

4 23 ben 


„ T5 SER V. 
from whence he was — grati- 
fied. by the ſight of Serena, who. was fitting 
reading beſide the eaſy chair of the invalid, 
whom he now plainly perceived not only to 
be a man, but, from his dreſs, a Naval 
Officer. Though habited with all the 
carelefſneſs of illneſs, his hair was powdered, 
and his perlon perfectly clean: a black filk 
handkerchief ſupported his right-arm in the 
manner of a fling, but his face was con- 


cealed by his left-hand. 


In a few moments, however, Screna af- 
ſiſted him to riſe and walk towards the win- 
dow, when Delville diſcovered, in the pale 
and hageard countenance of the invalid, the 
intereſting features of his friend Lieutenant 


I Hennington. 


Surpriſe 


2 


Ex A. 3 


9 


ae at bebelding him the companion 
of the imprudent Mrs. Delamain (or he 
had never heard that Serena was his ſiſter), 
or concern at his evident ill health, did not 
| prevent Delville from immediately yielding 
to the Grit impulſe of his joy at finding 
again his former friend; and inſtantly haſ- 


tening acroſs the ſtreet, it was ſcarcely Aa 


minute before he had ſhaken hands with 
Hennington, enquired how he found him- 
ſelf, and aſked twenty other affectionate. 
queſtions, concluding with a demand of . 
whether he was comfortable and happy | in 


his preſent ſituation. 
Ha at this demand, glanced his | 
eyes round the chamber, from whence Serena 2 


Kad already retreated, and ſighed deeply. 
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3 SERENA. 


Lou do not anſwer my enquiry, 


5 797 ſaid Delville; and I fear you 
| have not found ſucceſsful love an alleviation 


of even bodily malady.” 


v Succeſsful love!“ repeated Henning- 
ton, with a ſigh deeper than the firſt, and 
his voice trembling. from emotion,“ Ah 
Delville i that was a bleſſing Fate ever denied 


to your unhappy friend. Tou fee me, 


Piercy,” he' continued with more firmneſs, 
« about to yield up a life upon which, I 


hope, I never ſet too high a value. It has 


often been endangered in the ſervice of my 


country, in which my glorious father loſt 


/ his; ;—partly in that cauſe will mine too be 


given up : and I ſhould meet the ſtroke of 
death with pleaſure, would my country but 


provide for my ſiſter, who has no dependance 


on 


at 


Re 4 
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on earth to ſecure her from poverty or ber. 
vitude, but on me. When Lam gone 7 75 
« But you are not gone yet, my dear 
Henningtan,” interrupted Sir Piercy, aſ- 
fuming a Cheerful air * nor, I hope, will 


you be gone for many, many years.” 


Delville,“ faid the unfortunate young 
man, © you know not what you wilh- me. 
Though for Serena's ſake, had I liberty to 
die, I think I could reſolve to live; you? 4 ; 
death will be a releaſe to me from the tors | 
tures of a broken heart Several years ago 

I thoug! at myſelf as miſerable as man could 
be, becauſe the woman J adored married 
another ; but I have felt how much E x 
is the pang of knowing the object we love 

to be infamous, than of e ber. 5 This, oO 
| 3 16 - 1 
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with the unavenged wrongs and ſorrows of 


my ſiſter, and the anguiſh of A wounds, 


Iz 


15 haſtening me to the grave, and 


| Hennington's voice was interrupted by 
what he would have had believed a pang from 
bis wound, for be put his hand to his ſide, 
| ' and groaned; but Delville fancied it was 
|] entirely mental, and he could not be mil- 


taken from what followed. 


| ce Delamain! accurſed Dclamain !”* cried 
die Lieutenant, to thee do I owe all my 


milery !” 
« Delamain |” repeated Sir Pierey. 
ec Yes, Delville !—Honora Seward was the 


"ae of _ early and ill-fated attachment. 
* N During 


SERENA, md T7 
During one of my cruizes he obtained her 
hand, and I ſaw her no more for ſeveral 
years; when, after having long ſuppoſed her | 
dead, I found her living in infamy, into 
which, but for his neglect, ſhe. had never 
fallen I then left England, and remained 
abroad till within theſe few months, when 
returning! to my native land to die, I found 
that Delamain had been the betrayer of my 
lovely, inexperienced ſiſter, whom, by a 


mockery of marriage, he had deceived !”” 


® 


There was yet another cauſe for the hope- 


leſs miſery of the ill-fated Hennington, inthe i 
impoſſibility of his calling Mr. Delamain to j 
account for his baſeneſs ; but he was too 


noble to mention it then. 


FESS SERENA. 
Delville was not long unacquainted with 
his miſtake concerning Serena; and between 


the day on which his recognition of Lieu- 
tenant Hennington took place, and that 
which terminated the exiſtence of that 
gallant but unfortunate Officer, he was en- 
truſted, under a promiſe of ſecrecy, with 
the whole of Serena's ſtory; and appointed 
her guardian by her brother, even in his 
expiring moments, It is now needleſs to 
relate more, ſince the reſt may be eaſily con- 


— 


ceived. 


Mis Hennington became every day more 
beloved by Sir Piercy and his family, and 
more melancholy, till ſhe at length prevailed 
upon herſelf to write to her guardian, en- 


ns him to procure her a more private 
Bal: — | 


5 ERE NA. AY 
aſylum, leaving it to him to gueſs the mo- 
tive of her requeſt. | 
The circumſtance of her pregnancy, which 
Sir Piercy had all along too much dreaded 
not to expect, ſeemed to confirm him mi- 
ſerable for life. He knew that Mr. Dela- 
main had at length procured a divorce from 
Honora . and though he hoped, at the 
ſame time that his generoſity made him fear, 
that he was beloved by Serena, he doubted 


whether he would not be culpable in ſeeking = 


to divide her from the father of her child. 
Only one hope remained for bim—it was 
that the infant might not live to ſee the 
light ; but, a8 it proved a thriving child, he 
took the reſolution of abandoning his coun- 
try for ever, as he entertained no hope that 


the delicate ſcruples of Serena to become 


his 


6 
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Us wife, would be 3 by hes having * V5 


conſtantly in her ff ight ſuch a memento of 


- 


her diſgrace. 8 


When, on the memorable evening of his 


farewel viſit to Serena, he met Mr. Dela- 
main at the cottage, his indignation againſt 


. that gentleman knew no bounds, and though 


naturally the moſt courteous of men, he did 


not ſcruple to inſult him without any appa- 
rent provocation; but feeling towards him 


the moſt decided abhorrence, and his mind 


. in a tumult from various and agonizing 


emotions, it is not aſtoniſhing that the im- 


petuous and naturally irritable ſpirit of Sir 
Piercy broke forth. 92 | 
What followed? The entrance of Serena 
herſelf, too mark og eiten to be clearly under- 
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leaving the cottage, an idea of determined 


animoſity to Delamain ; and, had not his ; 


flood by Delville, He only retained, 2 


gentle ſiſter prevented his purpoſe, the 


earlieſt dawn of day would have ſeen one, 
or both the lovers of Serena, a breathleſs 


corpſe. 


oy: ! — 
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3 | Doxrins the early | part of the night, 


Miſs Delville's thoughts were too buly to 
permit her to attempt ſleeping; but towards 


the morning ſhe fell into a ſlumber, which 


ſhe was ſtill enjoying when Mrs. Powis en- 


| tered her room, and undrew the curtains of 


her bed. Aſtoniſhed at the appęarance of 
that lady, who ſeldom roſe till a very late 
Hour, Miſs Delville demanded if breakfaſt 


was over; to which her couſin replied in the | 
negativ c, 


SBRENA, 19 = 
negative, at the ſame time ſeating herſelf on 
the bedſide. e 5 


8 My — Philippa muſt certainly,“ 
began the fair widow, but her voice falter- 
ed, and it was not till ſhe had coughed 
| ſeveral times that ſhe was able to continue, 


« muſt certainly, long ſince, have perceived 
the partiality—the attachment conceived for 
her by Xavier—I mean the Count de 


Melanville,” 


Mrs. Powis bluſhed even to a painful de- 
gree as ſhe made this little correction; and 
her confuſion left her couſin at liberty t. to 


reply. 


" You know, Emily,“ faid ſhe, 30 that | 
I have always deſpiſed affectation and trifling, i 


4 


l SER EN A. 


upon a ſubje& of this nature, and T will 

therefore own that I have often obſerved 

traits of the partiality you mention; but, 

as I have more than one reaſon againſt giving 

i it any encouragement, I was not without 

hope that he would have, long ere this, con- 

quered a feeling ſo inimical to his own re- 

pole, and ſo entirely fruitleſs in its preſent 
object. 

= Mrs. Powis fancied that Philippa laid a 

| EZ particular emphaſis on the word preſent, and 

W - bluſhed, and heſitated as ſhe ſaid— 


01%: But if he has not done ſo ?” 


1 J am ſorry for it,” returned Miſs Del- 


There 


5 
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SERENA, 21 
There was a calmneſs in the manner of 
Miſs Delville, that ſomewhat re- aſſured the 
trembling Emily, who dreaded nothing ſo 
much as the ſucceſs of her miſſion, and 


\ 


with leſs agitation ſhe reſumed— 
« You muſt pardon me, couſin, if I take | 
a part in this buſineſs, that you may pro- 
bably think I had done more wiſely had I 
declined, more eſpecially as I was not de- 


ſired— 1 mean, I was not poſitively re- 


queſted by either party to undertake it 

but you know my friendſhip for the Count 
de Melanville, and as you cannot doubt my | 
affect ion for yourſelf, you muſt ou 8 a | 


33 , 


| wel] would lay that you 


Mrs. Powis had by this time 0 co * | 


r puzzled herſelt 1 in her = oratory that | 
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ſhe was obliged to come to an abrupt con- 

cluſion; and though Miſs Delville ſincerely 

pitted her confuſion, fince ſhe was no ſtranger 
to the ſentiments that cauſed it, ſhe could 
not refrain from ſmiling. This increaſed 
the embarraſſment ot the fair widow ; but 
: the generous purpoſe of her heart ſoon pre- 
vailed over its weakneſs, and ſhe pleaded 


1 of De Melanville to her lovely 


cCouſin with energy and animation. 


| 5 I oy Wil you, Emily,” il Miſs Delville, 


£2 <6 allow me to enquire if what you have faid 


was at the requeſt of the Count ?” 


How can you ſuppoſe, Philippa, that 


it was ?—Ah no! you well know the keen 


* 


ſenfe he entertains of his preſent unfortunate 
en,; and if you had the regard for him 
| „„ which 


— 


SERENA, 3 
which he merits, you could not for a mo- 
ment imagine that he would declare his 
attachment to the ny” daughter of Lord 


Somerſet.” 


« Then it is evident, my dear I * 


7 * 


that I have not that regard for him which I” 


ought to have for the man whoſe addreſſes - 


J would encourage. The motive of my en- 
quiry I need not explain, but it was not one 
unfayourable to the Count, who I am truly | i 
ſorry ſhould have formed an attachment to 


me, ſince I cannot ſuppoſe that my father 


would approve of it, even if I did.? == 


« You miſtake,” returned Mrs. Powis; 1 

* there is nothing my uncle ſo much wiſhes 
as your union with his eſtimable young 
friend. Had I not known this, I ſhould, 
when 
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£ when he laſt night made me the confidante 


Of his paſſion, have informed him that his 1 


1 A 
By # * 
A * 
. 
= 
1 
N 4 
* 2 
) . 
4 i 
j 7 oY 
2 
IH 5 
. 
bi 7 4 
VP 
. 
4 
} 
14. 
1 
4 
3 } 
= 
4 + 
[ 
ot 
* 


. 


love was hopeleſs.“ 


& And does he know of your preſent 
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„ hae for him ?” 2 Miſs Del. 
ye” Ville 


He does not, upon my honour,— 


When fortune is ſo vaſtly ſuperior on the 
ſide of the woman, I think it is her buſineſs 
to * firſt.” | 


I am perfectly of your opinion,“ re- 

turned Philippa; but at preſent, dear 

Emily, it cannot be; for though I eſteem, 
1 cannot love the Count.“ 


: Mrs. | 


| 5 EV. | 

Mrs. Powis now retired, by no means dil. | 
pleaſed with the event of her application to 5 1 
her couſin; and that young lady prepared 


| immediately, to attend the breakfaſt- table. 
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This was one of thoſe very few mornings 
a the Count did not join the ladies at 
breakfaſt ; and, to the unſpeakable diſtreſs | 
of Miss Delville, Sir Piercy was alſo abſent, -, + 
When ſhe found, after waiting ſome. time, 3 i 
that he. did not appear, ſhe rung for a. erde . 4 
vant, of whom : ſhe enquired concerning, ber 1 
brother; but heard only that he © hag at a, 


y wy cs n walked out. 


Ni Ha. * 
” 7 
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Mis Delrille ſhvddered at. Hike za 

gence; ſhe doubted not hither, he . a 4 
gone, and dreaded the AN of a ee, 3 
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I 26 5 SERENA. 
between two ſo proud and iraſcible ſpirits 
as his and Delamain's. 

Alter liſtening for ſome time to the ſur- 
 miſes of Mrs. Powis, concerning the mean- 
ing of Delville's early and long ramble, with 
tolerable patience, Philippa, unable longer 
to endure a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, left the break- 

faſt · room, and haſtened to the ſtudy, to ſee 
if her brother's piſtols remained where they 
- uſually hung. They did fo, and his fword 
fill was ſuſpended above them, This in 
ſome meaſure wlicvrd her apprehenſions, till 
| the fudden)y recollected that Sir Piercy | 
made it a rule never to ſleep without fire- 
arms in his chamber, and that at his bed's- | 
bead hung another caſe of piſtols. 


. 15 Upon 


„ & 


Upon examination, ſhe found that thoſe 
had diſappeared, and ſhe no longer doubted 
the fatal purpoſe of his going abroad fo 
early. With a horror not to be deſcribed, 


ſhe now recollected the anſwer he had made 


the night before, when ſhe bad requeſted to 


hear the whole of Miſs: Hennington's hiſ- 
tory, and his intimation that on the mor- 
row there might be more events to commu- 
nicate, Though at the time Mis Delville 


had not heeded this remark, it now appear- 


ed of infinite importance, and ſhe would DN 
immediately have ſent meſſengers in purſait 
of her brother, could ſhe have formed any 


probable gueſs whither he was gone, ſince 


ſhe had no clue to guide her to Delamain, 
with whom ſhe doubted not he migbt be 
4 found. 


tI 
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0 ti 
Diſtracted with apprehenſ on, Philippa 
now firſt recollected the propriety of apply- 
ing to De Melanville in the preſent. emer- 
gency; ſince, as he was already in the con- 
fidence of Sir Piercy, he was the moſt likely 
ITY to diſcover him, and to prevent miſ- 
chief between him and Mr. Delamain at 
the ſame time chat, ſhould her fears prove 
-proundleſ:, the ſecret of the unhappy Serena 

would not be betrayed. 

The mind of Miſs Delville was too juſtly 
attempered, her ſpirits were too mildly equal 
for her ever to feel thoſe violent emotions 
"which overturn prudence and reaſon ; and 

ſhe was at this time ſufficiently herſelf to 
remember that, ſhou!d the pertnit the Count 
to reach the caſtle before ſhe ſpoke to him, 


5 ſhe muſt either give up all hope of procuring 
$ | his 


# 2 I 
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— CON 
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bis aſſiſtance in her diſtreſs, or run the diſ- 


agreeable riſæ of having the whole affair 5 


known to Mrs. Pois; and therefore ſhe in- 


ſtantly left the houſe, and took her way 


along the horſe- road, to the village where he | 
lived, to meet him, as ſhe doubted not he 


would ſoon arrive. She did not, however, 


meet him; and ſhe had reached the turn to 
the path leading to Serena's habitation, when 
ſhe recolle&ed that it was his conſtant cuſ- 
tom to call there every day, on his way to 
the caſtle ; at the ſame time that it Rruck 


| her, as a probable means of relieving ber 


inquietude, to enquire if Mr, Detamain was 
now at the cottage. 


. She accordingly hls; thither, and 7 


"IRA from the woman of the houſe, two: 
very unpleaſant circumſtances : one, that 


C 3 . 
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no gentleman had been there that morning 
the other, that young Madam was, ſhe did 
believe, in a fever; and that little maſter 


was, ſure enough, bad in the ſmall-pox. 


The moment Mis Delville heard of 


Serena's indiſpoſition, ſhe flew to her cham- 


ber, and found her totally unconſcious of 
every thing around her. The cold ſhe had 
caught the night before by walking in the 


5 damp, and the agitation of her mind, had 


1 already ſhewn their baleful effects on her 


delicate and enfeebled conſtitution, and ſhe 
Was, as the woman ſaid, in a fever; but one 
of ſo low a kind, notwithſtanding her deli- 


1 rium, as promiſed to ſet its criſis at a con- : 


ſiderable diſtance. Finding her friend en- 
tirely incapable of ſpeaking to, or even 
knowing her, Philippa next viſited the 
little 
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little boy, on whoſe body the ſmall-pox had 
made its appearance in many places, but 


whoſe life did not appear in any danger, as 
a nurſe had already been provided for him, 


whoſe own infant had died the day before. 


As the worthy Mrs. Barton {til remained 
at the cottage, and Miſs Delville's aſſiſtance 


was, ſhe found, not neceſſary, ſhe now took 
her leave of the place till the next. day, 
giving the ſtricteſt charge that ſhe might be 
ſummoned, ſhould any extraordinary cir- 
cumſtance take place before that time. 


Miſs Delville now ſlowly and heavily | 
walked homeward, expecting every moment 
to be overtaken by the Count ; but he came: 
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32 S EREN AR 
manded a view of the road, to watch for his 
arrival. But either her attention relaxed, 
or her wiſhes were counteracted by the 
Count coming another way; for, in about 
half an hour, the voice of De Melanville 
5 ſtruck her ears, at ſome diſtance behind her, 
ſpeaking, as it appeared, to Mrs. Powis. 


. You. muſt pardon my abſence, my 
faireſt friend, 2 faid he, „ fince it was occa- 
8 | fioned by 'my rencontre with a friend, whom 
I have not ſeen for ſome years.” _ 7 


b © Where did you meet this friend ?” en- 
Sod Mrs. Powis. 


| Saks Skipton,” replied the Count, ce hi- 
ther I went, at an early hour this morning, 


to enquire for letters. 
l | 1 | _ 5 , cc And 
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«& And you have been with your new 


found friend ever ſince ?” ſaid the widow. 


Not abſolutely ſo, neither. Mr. De- 


lamain, who. was the perſon. I mentioned, 


left me ſoon after we met, promiſing to re- 
turn to the inn, and breakfaſt with me at 


ten o'clock; but though 1 waited till 


twelve before I left Skipton, he had not 


then returned; and : Ne ſhall not fee 


him any more.“ 


From the commencement of this ſpeech, 

Miſs Delville would have imagined that the 
Count was a ſtranger to the intentions of 
Mr. Delamain, but his laſt words ſeemed to 
imply his knowledge that he was gone hot- 


tilely to meet Delville ; yet ftill, that a man - 
who poſſeſſed ſo large a ſhare of feeling as 


2 
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De Melanville, ſhould ſpeak with ſo much 
4 apparent compoſure, when in doubt whe 
ther the fates of two perſons, whom he 
called his friends, might not at that moment 
be fatally deciding, was more than ſhe could 
reconcile to her own mind ; and as the pre- 
ſence of Mrs. Powis precluded any conver- 
fſiation with the Count of a private nature, 
Miſs Delville took the firſt opportunity of 
ſtealing unobſerved from her ſeat, and haſ- 
tening to her own apartment, where ſhe 
tbrew herſelf into a chair, in an agony of 
ſuſpenſe and apprehenſion. £38 | 


This continued till > ſerena {ummoned 
her to dinner ; and, convinced of the neceſ- 
ſity of exertion, ſhe deſcended the ſtairs, and 
was paſſing through the hall to the dining- 
parlour, when ſhe beheld her brother flowly, 


; and 
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ad with a dejected countenance, . 
the ſteps of the hall-door. She flew to 


him 


60 Oh Pierey ! '” cried ſhe, in a low voice, 
« how miſerable has your abſence this morn- 
ing rendered me Tell me, 1 entreat you, 


where you have been.“ 


At Skipton.” 
«* Good Heavens ! for what purpoſe ?“ 
i the trembling Philippa. 


* On particular buſineſs,” replied Sir : 
Piercy, © which will occaſion me to leave = 
this place to-night.” | 


| SERENA, 

ce Ah De wille!“ exclaimed his ſiſter, in 
an agony, and ſeizing his arm to ſupport 
herſelf, 1 fear to leave England! ? 


Sir Piercy turned from her as he an- 
ſwered, in a tone of diftreſs— - 


] muſt indeed fly from this now hated 


country!“ 


Philippa, reſting her head againft one of 
the pillars of the portico, fighed and ſhud- 
dered; fhe, however, in a few. moments 
gained ſufficient command over her feelings 
to follow her brother into the dining- room 
without betraying any violent emotion. 

During the whole time of dinner, dejec- 
tion fat on the countenances of every one 

= Cd preſent, 
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Preſent, though from different reaſons; and 
the ſilence was uninterrupted, not only whilſt  * 


the meal laſted, but for ſome time after- 


wards. Sir Piercy then roſe from the table, 


and ſlightly mentioning his deſign to ſet out 
ſor London that evening, deſired to ſpeak a 
few words to De Melanville in the ſtudy as 
ſoon as might be convenient. The Count 
bowed, and inſtantly attended him from the 


. 


«© What can Piercy be about?“ exclaim- - 


ed Mrs. Powis, with a face of wonder and 


curiolity. 


8 ih 


c know not,” Miſs Delville replied, 
faintly ; for the exertions ſhe had made to 


appear tranquil, had almoſt Overcome her 
R 


e 
PRC. 
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Gert, and it was with ſome difficulty * 


refrained from tears. 


J would give my ears to know what 
buſineſs he has with the Count, that the in- 


vitation to a private conference was ſo ſo- 


lemaly given,” reſumed Mrs. Powis, whole 
curioſity was inſatiable ; te one would ſup- 
poſe, from his manner, that Piercy had com- 
mitted a murder, and wanted to confide it 


to his friend.” 


\ 


 Fhis thoughtich ſpeech, in which there 


| appeared not only truth but deſign, totally 


vanquiſhed the feeble reſolution of Miſs 
Delville; ſhe covered her face with her 


hands, and reſting them on the table, fell: 


into a violent paſſion of tears. 


SERENA. — 

Mrs. Powis, alarmed beyond meaſure at 
this ſudden emotion of her couſin, firſt 
begged to know why ſhe wept, and then at- 
tempted to reaſon with her ; but the argu- 
ments of Mrs. Powis were too weak to make 
any impreſſion, and ſhe had then recourſe 
to the beſt remedy in ſuch caſes, and pour- 


ing ſome water into a glaſs, almoſt forced 


it down Miſs Delville's throat: this, and the 


momentary indulgence ſhe had given to her 
tears, ifi ſome degree relieved Philippa, and 
ſhe looked up in the face of her couſin as 
if to thank her for her attention; but again, 
1 vanquiſhed by the acuteneſs of her feelings, 
ſhe concealed her face, and wept aloud. f 


« Philippa, my deareſt girl,” exclaimed 


Mrs. Powis, © for Heaven's ſake, tell me. 


what it is that thus afflicts you I fear 
that 


W 40 ; SBRENA.. 
that Piercy has received ſome ill news of ** 
uncle, and has communicated it to you.“ 


4 No, no,” ſaid Miſs Dene, almoſt i in- 
| icnlatety, there has been no ill news, 
Emily, indee 5 


tated W 


\« I don't know—it is nothing—T am only 
ſatigued, ſobbed Miſs Delville, rifing 
to 90 to her own chamber. Mrs. Powis 
viſhed to accompany her, but ſhe conjured 
her to let her go alone, and Emily at length 
complied with a requeſt, which ſeemed as 
perplexing to her as every thing elſe had 
done ſor the laſt hour. 


2 72> With 
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With difficulty did Miſs Delville reach : 


her own room, aud ſitting down, ne gave 
way to all the dreadful ideas that ruſhed on 
her mind :—ſhe fancied ſhe beheld the diſ- 
figured corpſe of the once handſome, elegant 
Delamain, and her brother mourning for - 
having been the inſtrument of his deſtruc- 


tion, whilſt he rejoiced that he could no 
more perſecute or betray.—The unfortunate 
Serena next became the object of her 
thoughts : : ſhe ſaw her, her tenderneſs my 
Delamain reviving with her pity for his un- 
timely fate, weeping over her orphan babe, 
and lamenting at the ſame time the exile of :. | 
her much-loved Delville; ſhe fancied ſhe 
beheld her unhappy friend ſtrugeling with 
her fondneſs for Sir Piercy, which prompted ! 
her to give a father to her bay, in the man 9 
who had deſtroyed his real parent, and at = 
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laſt "OO broken- hearted, to the grave, 
or confirmed | in madneſs ! 


| Thoſe dreadful images had nearly over- 
whelmed the reaſon of the gentle Philippa, 
when ſuddenly recollecting that it was poſ- 5 
ſible Mr. Delamain might yet live (though 
it was neceſſary for Delville to quit England, 
in caſe of the worſt happening), ſhe ſtarted 
up, and was flying to the ſtudy to her bro- 
i ther, when ſhe met him on the flairs, pre- 


ceding his own ſervant, who was carrying 


an empty portmanteau to his maſter's 
ps room. | 


' Regardleſs of the preſence of Peter, Miſs 
Detville threw her arms round Sir Piercy's 
neck, ſaying i in a low voice, as ſhe embraced 


bim— 
„ Tell 
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« Tell me, I conjure you, Delville, is he 
yet dead d“ 


ene God that I were'!” exclaim- 
ed Sir Piercy, with a groan of anguiſh, 


wy 


„ Oh Piercy ! It ſighed his ſiſter, adding, 
© but does Delamain live?“ 


“He does ; but do not detain me, my 
ſiſter; I muſt haſten from hence.—Xavier 


will tell you all.” 


Delville kifſed her cheek as he ſpoke, and be 

hurried away, whilſt Philippa went in ſearch. i JF 
of the Count; but he was not in the houſe, iN 
and ſhe returned in as great ſuſpenſe as ever 


to her chamber. 


CHAP. 


* 
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= CHAP. III. 


N hour clapſed, and though Miſs Del- 
bt ville anxiouſly liftened to hear the voice of 
the Count below ſtairs, (he could diſtinguiſh 
E no ſound but the paſſing and repaſſing of 

the men- ſervants through the gallery, as tbe 
two extremities of which were her brother's 8 
chamber and her own, and 8 the 
e of ropes, and the heavy lumbering 
"noiſes attending the cording of large trunks : 
70 this ſhe drew. a painful certainty of the 
| length « of the Journey about to be under- 
Ml | taken 


$4.0 his ablence, and wept. 


THY ES 


taken by Sir Piercy, and the probable term 


— 


vel She was interrupted, however, in her ſor- 
' rowful contemplations by. a knock at her 
door ; and inſtantly opening it, ſhe perceiv- 
ed her brother equipped for travelling, and 
Peter ſtanding behind him, booted and... 
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« am juſt upon the wing | Philippa?” 


„ Re 


faid he, 1n a calmer tone. than he had laſt 


„ addreflect 


sEREN A. 1 
addreſſed her, and can only devote a mo- 
ment to adieus.— Heaven bleſs you, my 
beloved ſiſter !” he continued, embracing 
her tenderly, « and let me conjure you, by ” 

| every thing facred, to keep the ſecret of * 

| 1 Serena inviolable.— Time will unfold every 
thing; but promiſe me that you will de 


* ſilent on the e ſhhjeQ till it does.” 


% 


as Delville was bathed in tears, but ſhe 


$ d in a voice ſcarcely articulate; and 
[| Sir Piercy, repeating his bleſf ing, haftily left 
her, too much affected to notice by more 
than an inclination of her head, the affec- 

- tionate.** God proſper you, Miſs !”” of old 

Peter Phelan, Sir Piercy's Hibernian at- 

85 e. ho now followed his maſter down / 


2 "fairs, 


1 


When: Mis Delville was. a little more 5 8 | 
compoſed than immediately on the depar- | 
ture of her brother, ſhe was preparing 1 


join her couſin below, when the houſe-maid 


came in to put her room in order for the 


night of this girl ſhe enquired if the Count _ 


were 1n the houſe, and learning that he -— i 
in the library with Madam Powis, ww” 1 
changed her mind as to going down ſtairs; 
and deſicing the houſe- maid to bring her a Mi 
light, fat down by the fire to incal her 
ejection. | 


7 


She had not remained long in this ſitua- 5 1 
tion, and the maid had not yet brought if 
the light, when (he heard a carriage drive X | 
up to the hall-door, on the ſame fide of the MK 
| houſe with which were the windows of her 2 
apartment. That which conveyed Sir Piereß 3 


ay 
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had been gone ſome time; and curioſ ity, 
which, it is ſaid, nothing can ſtifle in the 
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breaſt of woman, induced her to go to the 
window, from whence ſhe perceived, by the 


* TY ”»- = 
- = 
CS 


light proceeding from the windows and the 


=> open ball-door, that the poſtillions wore her 
23 "Own family livery ; and the next moment 
-the beheld Lora Somerſet alight from the 
JY carriage, followed by a gentleman, whom, 
| p dann clear evidence of her ſenſes, 
| * ſhe could ſcarcely believe to be the Cheva- 
lier Bayar. But, notwithſtanding Miſs Del- 
To | ville's doubts, the very idea that it was the 
g .accomplithed Swede, of whom, during his 
abſence, the bad thought ſo much, pre- 
vented ber flying down ftairs, as ſhe was at 
| ffirſt going to do, to embrace her father. 
1 . meeting was not Jong delayed; ; for, 
in a minute or two, Lord Somerſet himfeif 
| 5 entered 


„ 


SERENA. | 49 


entered the room, and preſſed her to his 


boſom. 


« My dear Sir,” exclaimed ſhe, * how 
little did I think of ſecing you here ; and 
how much will FOE be n at 


not meeting you.” 


« Why, is he not in the caſtle?” en 
quired Lord Somerſet. 


_ Miſs Delville related that he had departed 
for London only an hour before ; and her 


father then ſaid, with a figh— 


«© Poor boy! he is conſcious, I fee, and 


wiſhes to avoid his parent.” 
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Philippa was ſurpriſed ; but ſhe nated 
filent, and his Lordſhip reſumed. 


Jou muſt come down ſtairs, my Jove, 
and welcome our amiable gueſt, the Che- 
valier Bayar, whom I have brought from 


town with me,” 


Lord Somerſet took her band, * they 


| * deſcended to the library together; there 


they found the delighted Mrs. Powis almoſt 


| oyerwhelming the Chevalier with her flatter- 


ing expreſſions of joy at ſeeing him; but 
the moment Miſs Delville appeared, he 
quitted her couſin, and advanced to her. 
Their greetings were mutually kind ; but 


| { Philippa fancied that the manner of the 
Chevalier was leſs animated than it had for- 


5 merly been whenever he addreſſed her, and a 


figh 
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| | figh ſole from her boſom as ſhe made the 


obſervation. e oe 

: | 
Mrs. Powis now began to aſk a thouſand 
queſtions of her uncle, which he might have 


been perplexed to find anſwers to, had not 
the lady very benevolently ſpared him the 
trouble of replying to above one in ten, by - 
the unremitting volubility with which ſhe _ : 1 


aſked them. 


Miſs Delville took this opportunity af: | 
drawing the Count de Melanville to a diſ- 
tant part of the room, where ſhe demanded | 
from him the explanation promiſed by Sir 
Piercy, concerning the events of the laſt 
fixteen hours, and not only them, but the 
part of Serena's ſtory with which the was 
AP and which her brother had 
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tory than repeating the tale as he told it. 
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given ber to underſtand was now known to 


the Count. 


The ſtory of Serena has, however, been 


detailed, and a clearer narrative of the 


4 events of the morning than De Melanville 


Was enabled to give, will be more ſatisfac- 


. : The night following his rencounter with 


I N Mr. Dclamain, at the cottage of Serena, 


Delville attempted not to ſleep; he did not 


even lie down, but ſpent the hours till day- 


light ſometimes in traverſing his chamber, 


and ſometimes in the gloomy ſtillneſs of deep 


Tumination ; but his mind ſcarcely enjoyed 


was this unhappy young man in reconciling 
what he conceived to be his duties, and in 
25 | 3 | * 3 5 ; * 


ſtruggling 


. 


the quiet of a ſingle moment, ſo occupied 


F 3 "ty 
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s va. 3 


ſtruggling to attain that cool fortitude which 


he knew would be ſo neceſſary in the inter- 


view that he determined ſhouid take place 
as ſoon as there was light enough to enable | 


him to 8⁰ in ſearch of Mr. Delamain. 


» 


As he had reſolved not to incur any en- 


quiries being made by his family concerning 


his abſence, he went out on foot about five 


in the morning, taking with him his piſtols; 


and deſigning to walk over to Skipton, near 
four miles off, where he doubted not he 
ſhould, by making enquiries, find Mr. 


Delamain. He was not deſtined, however, 


to a long ſearch, for within about a mile of 


Skipton he met that gentleman's groom, who 


informed him of the name of the inn where | 


his maſter had ſlept the night before. 
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Delville then repaired to another inn in 
- the neighbourhood, from whence he ſent a 
note to Mr. Delamain, requeſting him to 
name 'any hour when he might have the 
| honour of ſeeing him. Mr. Delamain wrote 
back word that in half an hour he would 
wait on him ; and Delville waited the ap- 
Pointed time in the moſt painful impa- 


; Hence. | 


Mr. Delamain at length appeared, and as 


BY ron as he bad faluted Delville, took his 


paiſtols from his pocket, and laid them on a 


= Be not alarmed, Sir „ ſaid he. 


| 0 Alarmed, Sir!“ pane” Delville haſ⸗ 
Ge u, and colouring. 


Me. 


5 5 
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Mr. Delamain ſmiled, and continued 


« My intentions are pacific.” 
« You approach hoſtilely, Mr. Delamain, 
notwithſtanding,” ſaid Delville ; * but 
though not prepared for an immediate ren- 


counter, I alſo am armed. * = 


As he was ſpeaking, he laid his piſtols by 
thoſe of Mr. Delamain ; and having done 
ſo, walked diſturbedly up and down the room 
for ſome minutes, whilſt, Mr. Delamain, 
with the moſt eaſy nonchalance imaginable, 
talked to a little dog that had followed him 
into the room. Delville felt his anger ra- 


n 4 +» — 75 * l 8 4 1 1 
ik - 1 * 7 4 bs x 7 8 * N * 7 N - 
2 . ˙ A Se NE Ar Ie NW Ar et rep . W 5 
. 2 * "© , : > 4 * 95 * * 
Dee ee o . OE NY a> T9 OG 
i 1 r OO roger 0 YT 6 SR 4 
e A 5 1 4 
- Xo a = 1 oy 4 = 


> St 
vs 
8 


1 
2 mw 2» * 8 
3 5 i 0 — 1 * 
2 a. . SIE OS 1 

es FROG os i ere TY 

* 4 IF. Lad? 2 N Yah. I FI > ny's - r 
— nn Oey 

a. n Care ECT $7. 


pidly xifing at this foolery, and at length 1 in 
a voice of ſmothered indignation, — thus 
addreſſed his . ä 
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our patience, Mr. Delamain, is, I 
fear, almoſt exhauſted in awaiting an ex- 
planat ion of the motive that made me deſire 
your company here; but J bluſh not to 
avow that I have not yet been able ſo far to 
diveſt myſelf of every generous feeling of the 
heart, as to conſider with ſtoical apathy, or 
to treat either with levity or coldnels, events 
and circumſtances that have already proved 
' to diſtreſſing, and which promiſe to ter- 
minate fatally.” 
Delville pauſed, for the conflicting emo- 
| tions of his mind had rendered the laſt words 
| be had ſpoken almoſt unintelligible, and tried 
to recoliect himſelf, Mr. Delamain, however, 
{poke not, though he. had liſtened with at- 
tention, interrupted only by the paſtime-ot 


_ Þ mos and n the ears of the ſpaniel, 


| 2 23 4 3 3 * 
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which 
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which had now placed itſelf on a chair next I 
to the one he occupied. Delville, after 
ſome moments had elapſed, thus conti- 


nued— 


« During a night of fleepleſs rumination, 
have tried to reconcile feeling and pro- 
priety in the regulation of my conduct, and 
I hope 1 have ſucceeded. 1 have endea- 
voured to diveſt myſelf of thoſe tender ſen- 
ſibilities which my attachment to Miſs 
Hennington has rooted in my heart, and 
to conſider myſelf only as the repreſentative 
of my much-injured friend, who, even in 
the very moment when he was expiring, ' 
committed to me the ſacred truſt of his 
liſter's happineſs and honour. At the time 
when I accepted the charge, a promiſe was 
extorted from me that 1 would not ſeek to 

„ avenge 


\ 
* 
5 


is: 


| 
* 
1 
ES 


ayenge her wrongs, unleſs ſhe was again mo- 


| leſted by the author of them; but the re- 


ſtriction extended n no farther, and I am now 


I... 


« To puniſh what you pleaſe to term my 
baſeneſs, added Mr. Delamain, with the 


moſt perſect ſang froid ; © but, Sir Piercy, 


though I have confeſſed my errors, I would 
haye you underfland that my penance is 
not to be preſcribed by you. —Atonement 
I am willing to make to Miſs Hennington, 


whom I have injured; but it is not the lover 


of that lady who ſhall decide whether ſhe 


ſhall accept of it. 85 


Delville felt his blood boiling at what he 
eſteemed the cool infolence of Delamain, 
ad it was with the utmoſt difficulty that 
—_— VV. 
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| be could refrain from interrupting him ; 
but the moment he made a paule— 


« As the lover of Miſs Hennington, Sir,“ 
faid he, I am willing to allow the impro- 


priety of my interference; but as her guardian, 


as the repreſentative of Lieutenant Henning- 


ton, whole ſufferings your perfidy to his 
ſiſter augmented. 1 to an overwhelming degree, 


I feel myſelf authorized to forbid all inter- 


_— 
I am not the medium. Whilſt a ſenſe of 
bonour, whilſt a veneration of truth and 


virtue glow in my heart, it will ever feel re- 
pugnant to holding any intercourſe with - | 


you ; and were I not conſcious that all my 
hopes of happineſs reſt in the approbation 
of Miſs Hennington, and that therefore my 
conduct is ſubject to falſe inferences, I 
D 6 


SV: 


en you and my ward, of which 


- _ 


ſhould - 


" 
£ q 7 ME ha n FR 2 . 
3 . * <= 22 and 1 > AD >. ISI —— ? 
. ; r I TE SER; | 1 R nn ; 
6 = . ö «4 : _ C 5 8 
2 > 2 — * N LS 4 . 5 A 9 8. 4 2 * men bY 1 5 : 
n ee 5 E 1 — 4 WAS 2 o S SY Met — . 


544 4 8 
. TIC. CW - 
ee SIT WINDS 
Nie A. vow 


pen 


SUE" VIS: +: 
SE vere 1 


oY 


eee 


5 2 N r 5 LC 
12 Ge. „„ l i. be o 72 
; „3 


60 SEREN A. 


mould declare, once for all, that while my 
power over her, as her guardian, had exiſtence, 
ſhe ſhould never hold communication with 
the man whoſe villany has ſullied her reputa- 
tion, blaſted her peace of mind, and contri- 


buted to rob her of an only brother.” 


«& Your expreſſions are rather more than 
| harſh, Sir Piercy,” ſaid Mr. Delamain, an- 
grily, * and rather leſs than juſt.” 


To penetrate marble, Mr. Delamain, 


we uſe rough methods,“ replied Delville ; 5 
* but if you think I do you leſs than juſ- 

tice, Jam ready to repair my fault, and 

** you as I ought—as a falſe and 
*treacherous friend !—as a deep, deſigning 
| libertine, devoid of honour, principle, and 
feeling !—whoſe my vices are ſyſtematic, 
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acl the coolneſs of nh head well ſeconds _ 


15 


the frozen nnn of his heart ! - 5,” 


However juſtly Sir Piercy's laſt words 
might have applied to Mr. Delamain, he 
was ſtill but a man, and a proud one; nor -| 
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was it in nature, however merited, pa- 
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tiently to endure ſo violent an attack as that 
which Delville had made on his character, 


for every thing dear to hongut and huma- 
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nity. 


My heart muſt be frozen indeed,” 
cried he, with furious reſentment in his 
generally placid countenance, and graſping 
one of his piſtols, © it muſt ceaſe to beat 


before I can forgive ſuch inſults Sir Piercy, - 
the life of one of us 1s forfeited, and let 


Fortune decide which of us is to die!?“ 


21114. 
If you are determined to put it to the 
teſt, Mr. Delamain,” replied Sir Piercy, 
* the victim is already fixed, for I will not 
accept your challenge.—I am ſenſible that 
there are certain truths that none but a 
- coward will bear to hear; and J am con- 
ſcious, at the ſame time, that I have given 
you unpardonable provocation, and that 
your courage is nat fo queſtionable as your 
meek 
Mr. Delamain, though enraged at the 
conduct of Delville in the firſt inſtance, 
could not be inſenſible to his generoſity in 
the laſt: he daſhed the piſtol he had taken 
| from the table, furiouſly from his hand on 
the floor, and advancing, to Dein, faid, | 
* | 2 


4 Sir 


— 
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« Sir Piercy, why can we not be} 


friends?“ 


« Becauſe J will never give. my hand in 


amity to a man, whoſe actions excite my 
abhorrence, anſwered Delville, firmly. 


,” 
. , 


« But when thoſe actions are repented | 


of——" Mr. Delamain began. 


( 


« '] can ceaſe to be your enemy; but 


never never be your friend !” returned Sir 


| Piercy, with energy. 


1 


* Sir Piercy Delville, you treat me like 


a truant child,” cried the diſſatisfied Delag 
main. You appear to think me even 9 


beneath your contempt.” _ >, 
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- Ta Aſc your own heart, Mr. Delamain, 

What you have deſerved from every man of 
2 bonour, to whom the tale of the Henning- 
e tons is known, and if I wrong you, deſpiſe 
| my injuſtice.” 


op? 


% Incomprehenfible young man !”” ex- 


claimed Mr. Delamain, involuntarily. 


Never, in truth, had that gentleman 
5 met with a character ſimilar to that of his 
: preſent companion—never had he known 
one of ſo candid, ſo generous a diſpoſition 
as Sir Piercy's, who, in the enthufi aſm of 
| 2 moment, would not forego his ſtern ab- 
horrence of vice, or at leaſt of its votaries, 
F far as to abſtain from reproofs. But Del- 
ville had a firmneſs of character rarely to be 
met with, though its ſemblance is often 
£2 | found 
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found in the opiniated obſtinacy of young 


men, who either poſſeſs a conſciouſneſs of 


ſuperior talents and underſtanding, or have 


been perſuaded by their friends into an opi- 
nion of their own ſagacity. Mild and tract 


able to thoſe he loved, of an unbending 


ſpirit to thoſe whom he deſpiſed or diſliked, 
was Sir Piercy Delville ; and Mr. Delamain, 


- whilſt he felt irreſiſtibly impelled to ſeek his 


friendſhip, could not but ſee that Sir Piercy 


never would accord it. He had waited + 


upon Delville at the inn with peace in his 


looks, but rancour at his heart. The caſe 
was now reverſed ; for while his countenance _ © 


plainly evinced the agitation of his mind, he 


could not help according the juſtice of ad- 


miration to his adverſary. 
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T - * Sir Piercy,” faid he, at length, 1 
am willing to ſhew the reſpect due to your 
office of guardian to Miſs Hennington, and 
will therefore refrain from ſeeing or writing 
to her till ſhe is of age.—I think you have 
too much honour to take advantage of my 
reſolution, at the ſame time that I know 
your determination never to be my friend, 


on that, or on any other occaſion.— It is 


your intention, I hear, to leave England, 
for active ſervice in another country; it is 
alſo mine. Tour- connections lead you to- 

wards Sweden; mine draw me towards 
Ruſſia; -. and, ſhould the chance of a war ever 
cauſe us to meet in fight, our enmity muſt 


not be — 7 


5 „ Periſh the thought! I exclaimed the 
- Indignant Delville, the baſe, the unwor- | 
| thy 


— 


SERENA. Op 
thy idea !—Vile is he who miogics the paltry. 
ſentiment of private reſentment, with the 
generous ardour of national conteſt !—N o, 
Sir; ſhould I be deſtined to meet you in 
the warfare of kingdoms, aſſure yourſelf I 
ſhall avoid you ; but I no longer refuſe to 


meet you openly on the grounds of private 


quarrel. Come then, Sir, 1 attend you, to 
avenge, if Heaven fails me not, the wrongs 


of Serena.” 


Sir Piercy” 8 invitation was delivered wich 
the proud ſternneſs of inſulted honour, and 


in half an hour afterwards, when the parties 


had walked to the diſtance of a mile from. 
the town, a rencontre took place, in which 


Mr. Delamain was wounded ; and Sir Piercy 


leaving him to the ca® of his ſervant, who 
ta 
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had been a witneſs of his fall, returned home 
to prepare for his) journey. 


ESL \ 
. 


CHAP. Iv. 

_EarLy on the morning ſucceeding her 
” father's return to the caſtle, Mii Delville 
ſet out, as ſhe had been accuſtomed, to viſit 
the unfortunate and ſecluded Serena ; but 
was at once aſtoniſhed and diſappointed to 
meet -Lord Somerſet himſelf on foot, and 
evidently returning from the cottage, as the 
path he was in did not lead to any other 


Place: his air was thoughtful, and his coun- 


0 te nance 


1 


Philippa, though ignorant when wn 
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tenance wore an expreſſion of melancholy 
diſturbance that afflicted the affectionate 


it aroſe. 


Lord Somerſet, when he had replied to 
her enquiries concerning his health, aſked 
her whither ſhe was going? and ſeeing that | 
ſhe bluſhed and hefitated, ſaid— 


* Secrecy, my child, may be commend- 
able; but nothing can authorize diſſimula- 


tion.” 


The mildneſs of this rebuke, united with : 
the conſciouſneſs that it was merited, made 
the eyes of Miſs Delville fill with tears; but 
her father forbore to notice them, and 
drawing het arm within his Own, made ber : 


walk back with him the way ſhe came. 
They 


70 | 5 SERENA, Fa 
They had proceeded near a quarter of a 
mile before either again ſpoke, and Lord 


Somerſet ghen breaking the long filence, 
faid— _— 


I, Do you know with what intention 


jetEy's ſudden Journey was undertaken 2 
ce 1 do, my Lord,” ſhe replied; oy he 
certainly meant to ſee your Lordſhip.” 


« Ah no, Philippa!“ returned the vene- 
rable Peer, the native and long cheriſhed 
dignity of his manner ſinking into mild ſad- 
neſs, © he did not intend to meet me.— 
y Your brother, even now, would ſhun rather 
| than ſeek thoſe OA his conduct has ren- 
| . dered miſerable. 


SERENA, =. 
« Even now-!” cried Miſs Delville, echo- 
ing the emphaſis laid on thoſe words by her 
father; „Ah my Lord! of whak, i is it that 
you ſuſpect my brother? 


40 ply he anſwered, I do not 
ſuſpect any thing: I am ſadly convinced.“ 

« Of what, my dear Sir ?—What has 
Piercy done * 


getrayed the truſt repoſed in him by an 
expiring friend !” replied Lord Somerſet, in 
a voice in which anguiſh and reſentment 
kemed mingled with ſhame, ' 


* Depend on it, my Lord, you wrong 
him by ſuch an opinion, ' cried Mats Delville, 
warmly. 
on „ 0 
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e Impoſſible ! Did I not but juſt now 
behold. a witneſs of his crime ?P—Ah Phi- 
lippa ! your brother is the ſeducer of Miss 
 Hennington ! My information cannot be 
doubted.” 


& Tt may be erroneous, my Lord,” ſaid 
Miſs Delville timidly, and fearing to break 
her promiſe. 


His Lordſhip looked ſternly at his daugh- 
ter for a moment or two, and then ſaid-— 


* Tell me, child, for 1 know you are ac- 

quainted with her preſent fituation—tell 
me, on your honour, do you not know Serena 
to be ſtill unmarried ?”” 


4 * 


Mis 
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8 Miſs Delville reluctantly replied in the Fi 
affirmative ; : and Lord Somerſet then draw- | 
ing a letter from his N gave: it to her | 
to read, laying— 


« Peruſe that; ind if; it is in your power 
to diſprove any of f its contents, do ſo at 
once, and clear your brother of the charge 


of baſeneſs.” 


Philippa took the letter, at the ſame 
time ſhe was conſcious that, let it contain | 
what falſehoods it might, ſhe muſt not at- 
tempt to prove them ſuch ; and read the 


\ 


following lines : — 


© MY LORD, 
 « It is with extreme pain abit I find my- 
ſelf under the neceſſity of diſtreſſing your 
von, 11. 1 Lordſhip 
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4; 78 Roman Catholic gentleman of conſiderable 


but my wrongs can no longer be concealed, 


4 
4 
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: Lordſhip by unfolding to you not + andy the 


youthful, errors, but the depravity of the 
maturer years of your ſon, Sir Piercy Del. 


ville, my Lord, merits not the honour of 
having ſuch a parent; and, by the time you 


have peruſed this letter, I think you will 


ceaſe to glory in your heir. 


nod It is an unpleaſant taſk, my Lord, to be 


obliged to expoſe one's own weakneſs to fo 
reſpectable a perſonage as your Lordſhip; 


and the diſcloſure of them may ſave another 
from as complete deſtruction as has been 


V 
brought on me. n 
The perſon who has the honour to ad- tt 

. ik your Lordſhip, 1 is the only daughter of Iv. 
of 


Proper) 
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pez in Ireland; and "IO her having 
been brought up in the tenets of that faith, 
are, perhaps, all her misfortunes owing,— 
About fix years ago, you muſt remember 
your ſon obtaining your permiſſion to make 
the tour of the German States ; though, 
perhaps, the length of his ſtay at Baden may 
have eſcaped your recollection. It was in 

that city that I had reſided from my in- 

ö fancy, under the care of a female relation, 

5 who was Superior of the Convent of St. 

„Mary, and who often permitted me to leave 

12 Nunnery, under the protection of the 

a I viſe of her brother, who had an employ- 
ment at Baden under the Emperor. How 
Sir Piercy Delville became acquainted with 

l. this family I know not; but one day that 1 

"= vas permitted by my relation, the Abbeſs 

le of te + Ky” s, to pay them a viſit, I met 

E 2 him 
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aim there, and, from his manners, found 
that he was an intimate, and a frequent 
Dit . 


« During the whole of that day, Mr. 
Dtielville (he was then no more) paid me the 
moſt particular attention, and, in the even- 

5 ing, inſiſted on accompanying me to the 
gate of my Convent. Young as I was, for 

J was only in my fixteenth year, I ſaw the 

| impropriety of ſuch a meaſure, and deſired 
only to be attended by a ſervant; but the 
gentleman at whoſe houſe we were, laughed 


- 


at my prudery, as he was pleaſed to term it, 
and encouraged the gallantry of his young 

: friend, who accordingly * in eſcort- 
= I Ing; me home. 


But 
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0 But why ſhould I weary your Lordſhip 
by this prolixity ? It is enough for you to be 
informed that, from that time, ſcarcely a 
day elapſed that I was not invited to the 
houſe of my relation, where I conſtantly - 
met Sir Piercy, who left me not long in 
ignorance of the paſſionate ſentiments of 
hve that he entertained for mea love that | 


I returned with but too much ardour. 


„ This attachment, and indeed even our 


acquaintance, were carefully concealed from 


the Abbeſs of my Convent ; her brother had 


his own reaſons for it, as I had mine for fuch | 


flence, I felt that I could not mention the ch 


name of Delville without an emotion that 


would diſcover my partiality ; and alas ! Sir 
Piercy was a heretic !—L knew that, mould 
my couſin diſcover our love, ſhe would never 


Ek 3 1 
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again ſuffer me to leave the Convent, till well 


aſſured that the dangerous Delville had 
quitted Baden; and J had not ſufficient for- 


titude to expoſe myſelf to the miſerable 


certainty of never ſeeing him more. 


* One day, about fix weeks after my firſt 


meeting with Sir Piercy, the relation at 


whoſe houſe we met, took an opportunity of 
drawing me aſide after dinner, and intro- 


ducing the ſubject of his friend's attach- 


ment to me, giving me ſome advice con- 


cerning him. 


ig Mr. Delville, my dear T hereſa, ſaid he, 


* has made me the confidant of his paſſion 


for you, and of his wiſhes to make you his 


vife. But you cannot be ignorant that he 
5 is s the Fey ſon of a Britiſh Peer; thous oh, 


perhaps, 


% 
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: 


| perhaps, you may not know that any mar- 


N rage that he may contract with a Roman 

Catholic, is liable to be rendered invalid 

; at the pleaſure of his father, who is ſtill 
likely to live many years. If, however, you 
are willing to confide in his honour, that he 


will immediately on the demiſe of Lord 
| Somerſet have your union confirmed, Mr. 
c Delville ofters you his hand, and this even- 
: ing will ſee you his wk !—You muſt con- 
: ſider your ſituation, my dear Thereſa,” con- 
. tinued my relation; © you are conſcious that 


your father, from having ſix ſons, can do 

very little for you, had not your long 
5 eſtrangement from his preſence, and his con- 
n cluding that my ſiſter will ſettle you in St. 
8 Mary's, in all probability determined him to 
2 do nothing. You mult ſee, therefore, that _ 
the fituation of a Nun is the moſt you have 
„ | 244 
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to expect from the kindneſs either of your 
father or my ſiſter. She, it is true, has the 
power of procuring your admiſſion into the 
pale of the Church without a penſion, and to 
put you on a reſpectable foot ing in her own 
Convent; but ſhould ſhe happen to die 
before you have made your profeſſion, you 
have no alternative, but muſt become a ſer- 
vant in the religious houſe which has ſhel+ 
rered your infancy,? 


\ 


— 


My relation now repreſented to me 
the contraſt between ſuch a deſtiny, and the 
one that awaited me in accepting the pro- 


| poſals of Mr. Delville. It was too much for 
the reſolution of a girl of ſixteen, and I bluſh 
when I confeſs to your Lordſhip, that I ſuf- 


9 fered myſelf to be perſuaded to do what 1 
flecretly deſired; and I was united to your 
| "fon 
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ſon by a Prieſt whom my relation engaged 
to perform the ceremony z 3 he, at the ſame 


time, giving me a ſolemn promiſe in writing 
that he would, as ſoon as he became his own. 
maſter, perfect our union by having the 
ceremony again performed according to the 
rites of the Proteſtant religion. | 


I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip with 
the hiſtory of the next three years, at the 
end of which time I accompanied Sir Piercy 


to London, where he very ſoon left me, on 
bis ſhip being ordered to the Welt Indies. 


From that time, my Lord, I never faw him 


but once or twice, till tlez laſt autumn, Wben 
I was ſo unfortunate as to diſcover the occa- 
ſion of his eſtrangement from me, during | 


his vilits to London, in his nexly-formed. 
F attach- 


* 


| 
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| attachment to the ſiſter of his Sand Mr. 


Hennington. 


2 « On being convinced of his infidelity, I 
wrote to him, requeſting in the moſt earneſt 
manner to ſee him, and my defire was ſoon 
accompliſhed. He came to my lodgings 
immediately, and [ cannot relate the ſcene 
that enſued. Perhaps my reproaches might 
have been too ſevere ; but they were ſuffi- 
ciently ſo as violently to exaſperate Sir Piercy, 
and his reſentment was ſhewn in a manner 
fatal to my peace. Several papers were lay- 
ing on a table beſide me, that I had juſt 
taken from a little cabinet, and amongſt 
them was the promiſe given me by Delville 

when we' were married at Baden ; he per- 
ceived it, and ſnatching it up, flung it into 


the fire, exclaiming that no bond of union 
. ever 
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eyer ſhould ſubſiſt between us. Ah my 
Lord ! conceive what muſt have been my 


feelings when J beheld the important paper 
in a moment entirely conſumed, and heard 

the inſulting farewel of Sir Piercy, who bade 

adieu, with a ſneer, to Miſs Meliphant 


% From that time I have never ſeen him, 
ſo much has he been occupied by my rival 
Miſs Hennington, whom I now find he has 1 
baſely ſeduced; and who has ey lain in of 4 


a ſon,” | 
4 


Lord Somerſet's correſpondent then pro- 
ceeded to inform him of the place where Miſs 
Hennington was concealed ; and where ſhe 
faid Mits Delville, at the inſtances of her 


brother, conſtantly viſited her; and con- 
r cluded 
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cluded by ſigning herſelf, « the much in- 
110 Thereſa Meliphant Delville.“ 


| With what Lbs Miſs Delville pe- 
ruſed this letter cannot eaſily be deſcribed J 
though certain that Serena had not been 
ſeduced by Delville, ſhe found herſelf ne- 
ceſſitated by her promiſe, ſo ſolemnly ex- 
acted by him, to ſuffer his character to bear 
che obloquy of ſuch an action, in addition 
to the infamy it merited for his conduct 
towards Miſs Meliphant, detailed in the 
letter, to which ſhe gave implicit credit. 


She folded up the paper, and trembling 
with grief and agitation, reſtored it to her 
father without r a word. 


7 > - - 4.5; f | 2 | 8 3 
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« Tt is now near fix weeks,” ſaid the good 
Peer, © fince I received this letter, to which 
J gave very little credit: I own I looked. 
upon it as a weak effort at revenge in a jea- 
lous woman ; who, having fallen a victim to 
her own credulity and the artifices of her 
lover, had herſelf become a deſigner, and 
fabricated this tale to excuſe her own lapſe 
from virtue, whilft ſhe reprobated that of 
her rival. That Miſs Meliphant ſuppoſec 
Miſs Hennington to be ſuch, I bee, 
doubt; but I could not conceive that her 
jealouſy had not carried her much beyond 
what was really the caſe. - At firſt too, the 
incoherency of the letter gave me an idea f 
the falſehood of that part of it reſpecting 
the writer's ſelf; yet, upon reflection, that 
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very incoherency impreſſed me with a notion 


is | 
of my brother's marriage??? 
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of its truth; as the woman who had ſuſ- 
cient art to compoſe ſo many circumſtances, 
would ſurely have added a few more, to 


render her tale more perfect, and would have 


written it with more preciſion,” 


« What then, Sir,” interrogated Phi- 


lippa, in a faltering voice, © is your opinion 


A 


0 That it is 4 form not good i in law, and 


that, while 1 live, never ſhall be ſo.” 


3 1 $ : 


« Ah my Lord!” cried Miſs Delvitle, 


1 « what a ſentence for the unhappy The- 


reſa 1” | 


4 Py My dear girl,” ſaid Lord Somerſet, 


5 firmly, © you ſhould not ſuffer your pity for 


that 


sERI XN. 87 
that deluded young woman to overcome 
your ſenſe of what is right, You ſurely 
would not have the future Lord Somerſet 
united to a Papiſt?“ 


ce No, my Lord ;—yet ſtill—her fame 


99 


her peace — her honour 


* | Philippa,“ interrupted his Lord- 
ſhip, „ Miſs Meliphant ſets little ſtore by 
any of theſe, or ſhe never would have done 
what ſhe has.—Truſt me, that woman can 
have very little regard either for fame or 
virtue, who throws herſelf into the arms of a 


young man who ſhe knows cannot marry ll 


ner.” 
* Me — 

« But this young lady, Sir,” returned 
Miſs Delville, „was married according to 


| 8 5 | SERENA- 
the rites of ber own Church, and conſiders 
herſelf as my brother's wife.“ 


ce That ſhe might do, had ſhe only made 
a private vow to be faithful to him.— Think 
you, my child,” continued Lord Somerſet, 
E that an oath is more ſolemn or biading for 
being made in the preſence of any particular 
perſon?“ 


| Y 4 _ Miſs Delville did not reply; ſhe was aſto- 
E | niſhed, ſhe felt ſtaggered. Like the gene- 
4 rality of young women, {he had been brought 
up in a ſtrict. obſervance of all the forms of 
religion, but ſhe had never conſidered their 
ſpirit : : ſhe would not ſing a ſong, or play 
upon the harp on a Sunday, becauſe ſhe had 
# been told at ſchool, by her Governeſs, that 


it was a heatheniſh practice; but though to 
| hear 
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hear a do ſo, ſhocked her, ſhe could : 


never give a reaſon why it did. 


Lord Somerſet, on the contrary, had re- 


flected ſeriouſly upon the ſubject; and his 
religion was that of nature and ſenſibility, 
accompanied by the ſtricteſt morality, To 
religious ceremonies he attended but little, 
but his heart was always filled with a lively 


gratitude for the providing care of the 


Almighty, and an unſhaken truſt in his 
goodneſs, He was not a frequenter of the- 


Church, but he was of the abodes of wretch- 


edneſs, and they never long remained ſuch. 


He did not often pray; but he was unwea- 
ried in his efforts to bring the ſinner back to 
virtue, to promote induſtry and happineſs 
amongſt all around him, and to feed and 


cheriſh the orphan and the widow. 
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Though confident in being right himſelf, 
Lord Somerſet never wiſhed to bring over 
others to his opinions, and particularly wo- 
men, in the article of religion. Perhaps, 
in regard to them, his Lordſhip entertained 
ſome notions not perfectly liberal, but cer- 
tainly very common: he thought their pro- 
per ſtate was one of ſubjection, and he was 
no friend to a ſyſtem of very highly improv- 
ing their underſtandings, leſt, in becoming 
rational beings, they ſhould be leſs docile 
and agreeable as women. His Lordſhip was 
therefore diſpleaſed with himſelf for letting 


I the converſation take the turn it had inſen- 


ſibly done, and changed it immediately; he 


| faid, however, very little till they were joined 
: by the Chevalier Bayar and the Count, who 
j 8 had, the night before, been N on to 


take a bed at the caſtle. 


From 


SERENA, „ 
From the time that her father iN 5 
pointed her in her project of viſiting Serena 
that morning, Miſs Delville had reſolved to 
requeſt the Count to go in her place, to en- 
quire after the fair ſecluded invalid; and 


ſhe was therefore ſomewhat diſconcerted at 
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meeting him ſo accompanied, as it was im- 


oh, 


| poſſible for her then to give him the com- 
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intention, ſhe was for the firſt part of their 
walk aſſiduous in ſeeking an opportunity of 1 
ſpeaking to the Count, in which fhe was 7 
conſtantly baffled ; and at length Lord So- 
merſet, taking the arm of De Melanville, 
drew him a little into the rear of the * 


It was impoſſible to miſtake ſo palpable an 
intimation of the wiſhes of her fuckers and | 


reer oo —— ary A rey 
U » 
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= Philippa accordingly joined the Chevalier 1 


with whom ſhe attempted to enter into con- — 
verſation; but, without appearing to notice 


it, her ſolicitude to ſpeak to the Count had 
been obſerved by the Chevalier, and as he 


imagined its motive beyond a doubt, he felt 


; not much inclination to talk : he was, not- 


withſtanding, too polite to remain ſilent, or 


anſwer her queſtions either with abruptneſi 
or indifference. | 


Miss Delville enquired if it was his inten- 
= to remain long in Ts 


4 1 believe dut a very ſhort time,” he 
© poſwered « it was, on my coming over, my 
be; to apply for employment to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, and to ſpend the inter- 


| mediate time from my application being 
EE | given 


5 Siven in, and my receiving an anſwer, as 
1555 Lord Somerſet was fo 8 as to deſire it, 


3 ; in Yorkſhire.” ; 


| 4 It mould ſeem,” faid Miſs Delvile, 
ec that you have relinquiſhed that inten- 
tion; and your reaſons for it are doubtleſs 


ſtrong ones.” 


There was ſomething of pique in the man- 

ner in which Miſs Delville faid this, which 
though ſhe felt, ſhe was far from wiſhing to 
have appear; and it on not — the 1 
Chevalier. 1 
« They are indeed ſtrong ones,” retum- | 

ed he; „but ſuch as muſt be entirely un- 
intereſting to you.” N 


* 


9s  - SERENA. 
* Why ſhould you imagine ſo, Chevalier ? 


Have you any reaſon to ſuppoſe me indiffer- 
ent to the concerns of my friends?“ 


« Reaſon and I, Madam, are, I fear, much 
at variance; but my memory is too faithful 
for my repoſe, at the ſame time that it is in 
ſome meaſure its ſafeguard.“ 
„ Your words are enigmatical to me,” 
ſaid Miſs Delville, looking * in his 
face. 


oy ſmiled. 


_ It is but my imperfect knowledge of 
. the Engliſh language, returned he. 


« If 
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cc If you underſtood it as ill as you do 
the inhabitants of the country,” cried Phi- | 


lippa, with ſome warmth, « you would have - 


| little bulineſs to engage 1n our fleet.” 


wh hope I ſhall ever underſtand, and be 
mindful of the reſpect due to the daughter 


of Lord Somerſet ;”” was the anſwer of the 
Cheralicr, accompanied by a bow, in which 
there was ſome reſentment, but much more 


dejection. 


Miſs Delville was too much hurt to at- 
tempt to renew the converſation the ſpeech 


of her companion had broken off, and they 


| proceeded on their walk in ſilence. Phi- 


lippa imagined the words of the Chevalier, 
in ſpeaking of the tenacity of his memory, 
to allude to a former converſation between MW 


them; 
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them; and thought he meant to inſinuate 
to her, that though, in deſpite of his rea- 

fon, he continued far from indifferent to 
her, he was too proud to hazard a repetition 
of the cool rejection ſhe had in a former 


time given to his love. 


„ Oh that he knew my heart,” faid ſhe 
to herſelf, „or would give me an oppor- 
tunity of unfolding it to him! But he has 
already ceaſed to eſteem me, and will very | 
loon learn to deſpiſe me l“ 


T bey had by this time reached the houſe; 
and though Lord Somerſet and the Count 
continued their walk, by turning into a path 

leading round to the back of it, neither 
_ Miſs Delville nor the Chevalier were in a 
| __ humour 
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humour to prolong their's, and whilſt the 
latter went to the breakfaſt- room, the for- 
mer retired to her own apartment. 


— 


CHAP. v. 


Miss DELVILLE had now leiſure to 
feel anxiety concerning Serena, of her cuſ- 


tomary viſit to whom ſhe had been diſap- 


t pointed, and whom ſhe determined to ſee 
1 immediately after breakfaſt ; but in forming | 
T this reſolution Philippa, for the firſt time in 

a her life, felt a defire to conceal an action | 
r i of her's from her father; but ſuch was the ; 
VOL, II. F . cruel 1 
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cruet fituation in which ſhe was placed by 
her promiſe to Sir Piercy, that ſhe could 
not obviate the objections ſhe knew his 
Lordſhip would make to her viſiting a young 
perſon, fituated as he ſuppoſed Serena to 
be; at the ſame time ſhe could not endure 
the idea of abandoning her in moments 
of mental and bodily ſufferings ſo ſevere. 


As ſoon, therefore, as break faſt was over, 
ſhe retired to her own room, declining the 
invitation of Mrs. Powis and the Chevalier 
* Bayar to accompany them in a walk, that the 

former overcame her indolence to undertake 

in compliment to the latter. Miſs Delville 


was pleaſed with this arrangement, as it 


ſecured her from their obſervation, as ſhe 


E father had got very deep into a diſſertation 


alſo was to obſerve that the Count and her 
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on the merits of Camoens, who was a fa- 
vourite author with both. | 


Philippa waited in her own chamber only 
till ſhe had ſeen the walking party take a 
path directly in a contrary direction to the 
one ſhe meant to purſue ; and then, having 


wrapped a ſhawl round her, haſtened down 


ſtairs. In the hall ſhe unexpectedly met 


Lord Somerſet, who aſked her if the had = | 
changed her mind, and meant to join her 


coulin ? 


His Lordfhip made this enquiry in a man- > 
ner that Philippa underſtood, as if he had . 
ſaid “ I Know you do not intend to have 
any companion in your walk;“ and, con- 
ſeious of the rooted averſion that he enter 
tained for any ſpecies of duplicity, ſhe dared 

i112 _ 
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not deceive him, and therefore anſwered in 
the negative. 


Lou are then going to ſee Miſs Hen- 
nington? ſaid his Lordſhip. 


J am, my Lord,” anſwered Mifs Del- 
ville, timidly, and dreading a prohibition 
to do fo. 


| Lord Somerſet was. filent for a few mo. 
ments, and then faid— 


0 Well, my dear girl, though in her pre- 


ſent circumſtances I do not quite approve 


your ſceing her, yet as I hope that Delville 

will have honour enough to ſecure her repu- 

tation by marriage, I will not command you 
Ly | to 
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to give up your intention, but ll g⁰ with 
you myſelf.“ 


r 
_.. 


The conſiderate kindneſs of this ſpeech, 
which Miſs Delville little expected, had 


almoſt induced her to forego a plan which 
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his Lordſhip did not entirely approve; but 
ſhe languiſhed to ſee her friend and the 
little Piercy, whom ſhe doted on; and 
taking her father's arm, they proceeded to- =_ 
gether and in filence till they reached the 3 
Cottage. Several times during their walk 
Miſs Delville was going to aſk Lord Somer- 
ſet whether he had really been to the cottage 2 2 


in the morning, and if he had ſeen Serena; 
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but ſhe could not ſummon courage to inter- 
rupt the reverie in which he was evidently 
abſorbed, and her deſire of knowing was ea | 
fined to her own breaſt, e | 
a 3 Miſs 


a 
Ka 
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Miſs Delville, after having enquired | for 
Mrs. Barton, and heard that ſhe was above 
ſtairs, aſcended alone to the apartment of 
her friend, which was inſide the ſmall one 
now occupied by the infant and its nurſe. 
In paſſing through this room ſhe enquired 
how the child was; and finding that the 
ſymptoms ſtill continued favourable, paſſed 
on to the chamber of the unfortunate Serenay 
which Mrs. Barton, who had been ſitting 
with her, left as ſhe entered. 


— 


_ 


E * 2 Philippa approached the bed, and ſoftly 
© drawing aſide the curtain, beheld Miſs Hen- 


| Z nington fitting almoſt erect, being ſuppor ted 


by pillows. but from her ſtillneſs, and her 
eyes being cloſed, ſhe imagined her to be 


aſleep. This ſhe was not ſorry to obſerve, as 


from thence ſhe had hopes that the delirium, 
| which 
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which had ſo much alarmed her the day 
before, was ſubſiding, and ſhe fat down on 
the bed to contemplate, for a few moments, 


the lovely countenance of the hapleſs Serena. 


It was faintly tinged with the hectic fluſh of 


fever, and all expreſſion ſeemed to have for- 


ſaken it, except that which the formation 


of her features gave; her lips were white 
and often agitated with a tremulous mo- 
tion, when her breathing, ſhort and heavy, 
appeared particularly difficult, or when ſhe 
attempted to ſpeak in her ſleep. * 8 


Extremely affected at the ſtate in which 


ſhe beheld this fair and ill-fated victim of 
duplicity, Mats elville aroſ& to leave the 


room; but as ſhe drew the curtains together, 


_—_— 
' I 


_ 
+ x 
28 


* 5 . 8 1 — x8 
could not refrain from giving one more look + 


at the object of her ſolicitude. At this 


— 


1 moment 
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moment Serena pronounced the firſt atticu» | 


late ſounds ſhe had done ſince her Entrance z 


they were thoſe of complaint, but they par- 
took of the ſoftneſs of her nature, and ſhe 
was again for ſome moments ſilent, before 
ſhe ſaid, in an energetic tone, though the 
languor of illneſs made it a very low one— 


* Ceaſe, Delville, I entreat you, thoſe 
arguments to which 1 never muſt yield.,— 
Leave me to the miſery in which I am hope- 
leſſly involved by the ſacrifice I have made 
Leave me to lament my fatal error, and 


weep over the victim of my fault!“ 


A long pauſe of filence followed theſe 
3 touching expreſſions, and ſhe then, in the 
ſame plaintive accents, reproached the per- 
ſon to whom ſhe in fancy addreſſed herſelf, 
| for 
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for the cruel deceit be had practiſed on her 


when conſcious he was the huſband of an- 


other woman 


- 


F rom this Miſs Delville underſtood that 


ſhe fancied Mr. Delamain was within hear- 
ing ; and in the next moment the invalid 
evidently imagined ſhe ſpoke to the lady 


whom that gentleman had lately divorced, 


and conjured her to pardon the involuntary 
wrong ſhe had done her when unconſcious 


even of her exiſtence. 55 55 


During another pauſe that now enſued in 
the ravings of the invalid, Miſs Delville Was 


ſtartled by a ſigh, or rather a groan, , | 
the chamber; and looking towards the foot 
of the bed, beheld Lord Somerſet holding 


open the curtains, and gazing, with a coun 
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| teriance on which the deepeſt anguiſh was 
impreſſed, on the faded form of the once 
beautiful Serena. 


3:35 Db!” he exclaimed, in a tone of in- 
dignant ſorrow, „that I ſhould live to ſee 
the ruin of ſo. fair, ſo pure a being—the diſ- 
| order of ſuch a niiad—and to Know that it 
- was the work of my darling fon |—Oh 
Piercy ! Piercy ! how early art thou Joſt to 
pity and to ſhame !” 


Lord Somerſet might, and probably would, 
much Jonger have continued his exclama- 
tions, had not Serena again ſpoke; and 
though every word ſhe uttered was like a 
| dapper to his heart, he could not reſiſt the 
faſcination that impelled him to liſten, and 


he anxiouſly attended whilſt, with all the 
NES 5 Be incoherenc) 


exclaiming— 


5 


SEREN As 1 7 
ineoherency of delirium, ſhe dad herſelf 


alternately to Delville, Delamain, and 


Honora, in a manner the moſt afflicting to 
the venerable Peer, who mourned at once 
for the ſorrows of one whom he loved as a 
daughter, and for the depravity of a ſon he 
had hitherto idolized ; whilft Philippa, who 


was acquainted with her ſtory, clearly un- 


derſtood that her reproaches were directed to 


Delamain—her touching complaints, her 


tender ſoothings addreſſed to Delville alone. 


Maſs Delville, who ſaw low deeply her 
father was affected by thoſe mournful inco- 


herencies, now went round to the foot of 


the bed, and taking his hand, attempted 
to draw him away ; but diſengagiag himſelf 
from her, he claſped both hands cee 
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* 


« Oh Delville!—but that I feel myſelf a 


father !—Accurſed—for ever accurſed——” 


In violent agitation Philippa interrupted 
him. | 


« My father,” ſhe cried, my Lord, 


think on what you —— : 


She was unable to go on, and Lord So- 
merſet, with a melancholy ſmile, faid to 
her— Z 

« Fear not, my child; I can execrate the 
guilt and inhumanity of your brother, but 
I have no right to curſe him !—Yet—he is 


no longer my ſon—he is—he ſhall be 


- ce More 
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ee More dear to you than ever!“ again 
interrupted Miſs Delville. My Lord,” 
ſhe continued with increaſing earneftnefs, 
from perceiving that her father ſeemed to 
liſten with the anxiety of rekindling hope, 


«. you are cruelly miſtaken !—Believe me 


Delville, inſtead of meriting your diſplea- 


a 


ſure, will in time prove himſelf worthy of 


your fondeſt approbation. You now attach 
to him the * that belongs to an- 
other. | I 


Miſs Delville ſuddenly recollected herſelf, 
and feared ſhe had ſaid more than her pro- 


miſe to Sir Piercy authorized; the thought 
cauſed a bluſh to paſs acroſs her cheek, 
which being perceived by Lord SR 
he faid— 


| : 50 My 
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„ My child, I approve the affection which 
leads you to juſtify (were his juſtification 
poſſible) your brother; but I muſt lament 
that your zeal ſhould, on this ORs lead 


26 beyond propriety.” 


If it was "YI Lordſhip's intention to ſay 
more, he was prevented by Serena ſhrieking 


violently ſeveral times, which made him 


haſlen from the room, at the ſame time that 
Miſs Delville ran round to the pillow of her 


friend, whom ſhe found ſome imaginary ter- 


' ror had overcome, for ſhe had fainted. 


It was ſome time before Miſs Delville, 
though aided by Mrs. Barton and the child's 
nurſe in her efforts to recover the invalid, 


had the ſatisfaction of ſceing animation re- 


turn to the features of the unhappy Serena; 


and 


S E RENZ. | 111 
and then recollecting her father, whilſt the 
nurſe and Mrs. Barton ſtill hung over the | 


ſcarcely revived invalid, ſhe went into the 


adjoining chamber to look for him. 


? 
i 
* 


At the moment when Miſs Hennington 
had been ſeized with the fit, Lord Somerſet | 


ran into the room where he had ſeen the two 
women ; and ſnatching the infant from the 
arnis of its nurſe, deſired both her and Mrs. 


Barton to haſten to the aſſiſtance of Miſs 


Delville. 


When that young lady now entered the 
room, ſhe found him {till holding the child 


In his arms ; perhaps it was the firſt time in 


his life that his Lordſhip had ever found 


himſelf fo ſituated, and the novelty of the 
circuraſtance conſpired with various emo- 


tions Be 
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tions to render the preſent moment highly 
intereſting. He fancied he beheld the off- 
ſpring of a beloved ſon, teeble, helpleſs !— 

its innocent eyes entirely cloſed by the cruel 


diſtemper which ſwelled ahd disfigured 
every other feature.-Had Lord Somerſet 
not been ſo deeply affected by the incohe- 


* * 


rent ravings of the mother, and conſidered 
the child in a manner as his own, it is poſ- 
| ible that he might rather have felt diſguſt- 
ed than intereſted by the little object before 
him; but now, as he delivered it to Miſs 
Delville, he threw himſelf into a chair, and 
covered his face with both hands. But the 
ſtruggle was ſoon terminated, and reſuming 
his uſual ſteady dignity, he told his daugh- 
| ter that he ſhould return home ; and, with- 
out aſking her to accompany him, de- 
parted. | | | q 
3 . Thus 
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Thus tacitly permitted to remain where 
ſhe was, Miſs Delville thought not of re- 
turning till near the cuſtomary hour of 
dinner at the caſtle, and then, juft as ſhe 
was leaving the cottage, ſhe met De Melan- 
ville coming to enquire for Serena. 
by 

Philippa informed him that ſhe was now 
much more quiet than ſhe had been fince 
the fever had ſeized her, which was as much 
as could be expected; and together they 
took the way to the caſtle, which was at pre- 
ſent the home of the Count. 


| Miſs Delville, who, ever fince the morn- 
ing when Mrs. Powis had ſo generouſly 
pleaded the cauſe of the Count to her, had 
wiſhed for an opportunity of ſpeaking to him 
alone, was not ſorry that this occurred 7 0 

during 


— $rwy; — —„V — ———— 
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during their walk, though it appeared as if 
he would rather they had had a companion, 
With ſome difficulty, and with much ad- 
dreſs, . Miſs Delville contrived to lead the 
converſation, of which the Count was very 
ſparing, to a point that ſeemed fo favour- 


able to a declaration of his attachment to her, 


that De Melanville, in deſpite of his diffi- 


dence and his reſolutions, could not refram 


from giving her a hint of his paſſion. This 
was enough for Miſs Delville : ſhe thauked 


him for the kindneſs of the ſentiments he 


_ entertained for her, which ſhe did not pre- 


tend to deny ſhe had long been acquainted 
with ; but, explicitly giving him to under- 
ſtand that be never muſt hope for her hand, 
fince ſhe found her affections never could be 
his, ſhe added — | 


0 Though 
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* hough I mwft hope, Count, that your 
happineſs has not, or will not be very ma- 
terially 1 injured by your ill· placed attachment 
to a woman ſo inſenſible as myſelf, be- 
lieve me, I ſhall never ceaſe to regret the 
impoſſibility of my feeling for you the ſen- 
timents that you wilh, till I ſee your regards 


transferred to ſome other perſon.—T will not 


offer you my friendſhip, as I believe you have 
long ſince known that you poſſeſſed it with 


the warmeſt ſincerity ; but I will tell you 


that if you mean to prove yourſelf really 


Anxious for my ſatisfaction, as T think you 


are, you will never again beſtow a ſingle 
thought of love on me. I have heard that 
the ſureſt way of diſplacing one object from 
the heart, is to encourage a preference for 


another: look round you then, my amiable 


friend, on the women with whom you are 
| moſt 
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moſt intimate, and you will doubtleſs find 
one whoſe eſtimable qualities will enſure 
your eſteem—whoſe perſonal merits may 
animate you to admire her—in whoſe affec- 
tion for you, you may find happineſs, and 
in ber fortune the means of comfort and 
benevolence.” 


« Ah Mifs Delville !” returned the Count, 
5 ſighing, what a flattering” picture have you 
drawn of the deſtiny that you fancy may 
await me !—T too have ſometimes indulged 
in romantic viſions of a lot like this ; but 


you have only this moment convinced me 


of their futility, and that I muſt not hope 


ever to ſee them realized.” 


« Pardon me, Count,” ſaid Miſs Del- 
ville, © I have only endeavoured to convince 


e 
* 


you, 


0 
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you, that you have in your vit miſtaken 
the perſon who is to confer your felicity; and 
ſhare it; not to ſhew you (what I do not 
myſelf believe) that you are not deſtined to 
enjoy happineſs in its fulleſt extent. The 


Fates, my good friend,” ſhe added, ſmiling, 
« are very often moſt wrongfully accuſed, 
when we {et them down as the cauſes of our 
: loſs of repoſe; for, truſt me, nothing is 
U more true than that people reaſon and 
y WW ffine themſelves into a thouſand miſeries, 
d by chuſing to ſettle that they can only be 
it MW contented in one way, whereas they might 


e be equally happy in others *.“ 


e 
Miss Delville's quotation proved the truth 
of a remark, which having been ſtigmatized 
FE Madame D'Arblay, 


— 


\ 
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as common-place, its juſtice is not fo uni- 


verſally allowed as it ſhould be, namely, 
« that it is much eaſier to give good counſel 
than to practiſe it oneſelf.” But Miſs Del- 


ville endeavoured to perſuade herſelf that 


her rejection of the Count aroſe ſimply from 
the certainty that her accepting him would 


make her couſin unhappy; z and not by any 


means becauſe ſhe had choſen to ſettle that 
ſhe could only be contented in an union with 
the Chevalier Bayar. 


What ſhe had ſaid, appeared to make a 
deep impreſſion on the mind of the Count; 
2 but as he continued ſilent, Mis Del ville 
could not diſcov er whether ſhe had led him 
to reflect on the conduct of Mrs. Powis, and 


the ſentiments that inſpired it, en ſhe 
was 


2 # 


t 


as 
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was aſtoniſhed he had not before compre- 
hended. EE 


When they arrived at what was called the 
little park-gate, and which was at no great 
diſtance from the houle, the Count ſud- 
denly Kopped, Ling to his fair * 
nion 

\ MY 

« You muſt excuſe my having the ho- 
nour of attending you farther.—I find ſoli- 
tude and thought to be, at preſent, what 
beſt ſuit me. I hope I am not preſuming; 


but you have given rile to ideas of ſuch a 


nature, as I cannot at once give way to 
they are too flattering,” | 


The Count ſuddenly broke off, and bow- 
ing, turned from the gate, which Miſs 
Delville 
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Delville opened, and entered. Within it, the 
firſt object ſhe beheld was the Chevalier 
Bayar, who had been gathering a lily of the 
valley on a long bank, where it bloomed in 
great profuſion, beneath the ſhade of the 
park wall. 


It was for Miſs Deville that he had been 
bufied, as he remembered how fond ſhe was 


of this fragrant plant; but the words of the 


Count, which he had plainly heard, and, as 
he fancied, as plainly underſtood, took from 
him all pleaſure in the idea of preſenting 
her with a bouquet ; and he ſuffered the 


ſtalks he had collected to drop from his 


hand on the ground, as abandoning his em- 


. ployment, he returned to the path. 


Miſs 


ference.“ 


n Wb 
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Miss Delville ſtooped, and Sing up 
ſome of the flowers he had ſcattered, faid, 
with a ſmile— 17 | 


« You certainly mult have had ſome very 
particular inducement to collect with ſuch 


care, what you now fling away with indif- 


— 


Had Miſs Delyille ſtudied to find an ex- 


preſſion particularly ill-ſuited both to the 


manner of the Chevalier, and to her o.] n 
ideas of it, ſhe could not have made uſe of | 
one m̃ore perfectly improper than the word 
indifference; for not a ſingle trait of ſuch a 


nature was obſervable either in that, or in 


his countenance: in both, it was a compo- 


ſition of pique, dejection, and concern, which - 
did not vaniſh as he rephed— _ | 
VOL, 11. G « Miſs 


* 
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„ Miſs Delville is, as ; uſual, right. Hope 


was my inducement for the firſt, and its 


extinction for the laſt. & 


"Ny Again, Chevalier, I muſt tell you, you 
are e unintelligible.” 
returned 


I fear I muſt always be ſo, 


the Chevalier, with as cold an air as was in 


his nature to aſſume towards a lovely and 


intereſting 5 woman. 


It was now Miſs Delville's turn to feel 


piqued, and to bluſh for her partiality to a 


man, who, ſhe thought, evidently meant 
to ſhew her that her former power over his 
heart no longer exiſted, by wilfully miſun- 
3; derftinding every thing ſhe could ſay or do. 
ks. Potermined, however, whatever it might 
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atk her feelings, to aſſume toni him the 
ſame cold indifference that ſeemed to mark 
his conduct towards her, ſhe reſolved to 


ſhun his converſation as much as was con- 


ſiſtent with politeneſs. But in the event it 


proved that Miſs Delville, like moſt young 


perſons of ſtrong ſenſibility, overacted the 
part ſhe meant to perform, and inſtead of 
being coolly civil, became frigidly reſerved 


towards the Chevalier. 


As if it had been deſtined that every oc- 
currence of this memorable day ſhould be 
peculiarly diſtreſſing to Miſs Delville, Mrs. 
Powis took it into her head to renew the 


obſervations ſhe had fo often made before, on 


Miſs Hennington's long ſtay in Norfolk; 72 
and a gentleman, who poſſeſſed an eſtate 


in that PE ates he happening to dine at the 


c o2 caltle, 


8 — 
0 

IT x . 

-* 


— 
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caſtle, ſhe was extremely inquiſitive con- 
cerning the ſuppoſed aunt of Serena. The 


gentleman in vain tried to recollect ſuch a 


* 


perſon, and at length aſſured Mrs. Powis 

|. _ that Hennington was a name he had never 

| heard before ; nor did he | believe, he ſaid, 
that any perſons of conſideration in. the 
county of Norfolk bore it. 
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CHAP. VI. 


WIEN Miſs Delville, on the following 
day, renewed her viſit to the two invalids 
at the cottage, ſhe was not a little ſurpriſed 
to find a lady ſifting in the outer room, 
holding the little Piercy, on whom her eyes 


were fixed with an expreſſion of the tendereſt 


compaſſion, on her knees, and endeavouring 
to huſh him to ſleep. Philippa ſtarted on 
beholding a ſtranger, and her firſt impulſe 
was to retreat to the parlour, and call Mrs. 


Barton to her, to give an n, of 
94 whe: 
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who this viſiter might be: but before ſhe 


had time to retire, the lady perceived her, 


and roſe from her ſeat; but inſtead of ſpeak- 


; ing, curtſied, and walked to the window with 


| the infant ſtill in her arms. 


Miſs Delville followed, faying in a low 


voice to the ſtranger 


« From meeting you in this place, 
Madain, I can have little doubt that you 


4s are by ſome means connected with, or at 
leaſt known eee D'Albain?“ 


Miſs Delville heſitated, and hs Aranger 


| inſtantly replied— . 


* 


e Excuſe me, Miſs Delville, J have 


neither. of thoſe claims to hope my good 


ollices 


Rau. 
offices may be acceptable; but I feel that [I f 
have others, which. I am ſorry to find I muſt 


forego.” . 4. 


Whilſt the ſtranger was ſpeaking, and 
during the pauſe that enſued when ſhe had 
concluded, Philippa had been attentively 
examining her features, which ſhe had A 
faint recollection of having ſeen before, 


though ſhe could not form even a conjecture 


who ſhe was her form and face, though 
totally different from her's, could only be 
equalled in beauty by Serena's: her figure bi 
was rather low, and extremely delicate; and 
her countenance marked with the lines of 


ſtrong ſenſe and penetration, which did not 


was dignified, and there was a ſpirit in her 
dark grey eyes, large, clear, and ſparkling 
&S &: that, 


kun A. 

that, but for the ſoftneſs of her fanile; would 
have given the beholder an idea that ſhe 
poſſeſſed more hanteur than is amiable in the 


female character. 


For ſeveral minutes the ſilence of both 
ladies had been uninterrupted, though both 
jelt an earneſt deſire to ſpeak ; but the 
franger was at length the firſt to begin. 
| 4 fee your aſtoniſhment, Miſs Delville, 
both at my appearance in a place, which 
you imagined ſecure from all viſits but your 
own beneyolent ones, and at the little 1 
have faid. But to own the truth, nothing 
could be farther from my intention or wiſhes 
than that you mould find me here. I fan- 


cCied that the return of Lord Somerlet to 


. | the caſtle Hoe the company: he has brought 
with 
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with him, would have eſfectually prevented 
your excurſions to this place, or I ſhould not 


have come near . 


Mis Delville expreti ed hiv concern that 
the fair ſtranger ſhould have felt herſelf re- 
trained from her viſits to Madame D'Albain 
(as ſhe ſtill called Serena, though almoſt cer- 
tain the lady was acquainted with her real 
name and ſtory), by imagining ſhe would be 5 
there ; ſaying politely, that ſhe ſhould have 
felt her pleaſure in the attentions ſhe had 
hewn Madame, infinite ly lefſened, had ſhe _ 
conceived that ſhe had deprived her of a. 
more agrecabic viſiter. 

« Miſs Dehn lle,“ returned the ſtranger, 
* I will own to you that I cannot help feeling 


lattered by your politeneſs, and it is moſt true 
0 5 _ that 


TY 25 


* « 
n 5 ůͤ mnt) et tg 
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that I cannot infinitely regret our meeting, 


| 


ſince I have the atisfaction of knowing it to 


be unpremeditated. ] have very long de- 


fired to fee you; but, conſcious of the pre- 


dicament in which I ſtand, I ſhould have 


thought myſelf unpardonable in intruding 


myſelf on your notice.“ 


I am utterly ignorant of your meaning, 
Madam.“ ſaid Philippa; but I am cer- 


tain I ſhall never regret the chance that has 


introduced us to each other. But L err—l 


have not yet had the honour of hearing your 


name.” 


« The only name I can now, with pro- 
priety, claim, is Honora!“ laid the ſtranger, 
- whilſt a bluſh ſtole to her cheek, and her 


eyes 
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eyes ſeemed to fear encountering the mild 
ones of Miſs Delville, who exclaimed — 


« Gracious Heaven, Mrs. Delamain 25 

No, Miſs Delville,” returned Honora, 
now again ſelf. collected, © of that title the 
laws have deprived me. Happy, moſt 


happy had it. been for me if 1 had never 


borne it.“ 


Honora ſeemed to expect that her com- 
panion would ſpeak; but what ſhe could 
poſſibly ſay, was more than, Miſs Delville. 
was able to. diſcover, . and ſtill preſerved | 
lence till Honora relumed. 8 


„As I feel, Madam, that this meeting. 
never ſhould have taken Place, and alſo that, 


G 6 » o 
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no other muſt ever happen, I naturally ſeel 


| 
| 
| 
= 
| 
| 
1 


a wiſh to ſhare at leaſt a ſmall portion of 
your eſteem, by endeavouring to convince 
you that I do not merit all the obloquy with 
which my name is loaded; but to enter on 
any defence of myſelf, or even to attempt to 
palliate matters, ſhall only be done by me, 
by way of being uſeful to others. — Lou, Miss 
PDelville, Jam happy to ſee (for I know and 
revere your virtues) are not likely to be in 
a any fituation in which a knowledge of that 
_ which has undone me could be ſerviceable ; ; 
you poſſeſs fortune adequate to your rank, 
and have already paſſed the age of childhood, 
(when the mind is too weak to form a judg- 
ment for the future), at which the poverty 
and ambition of my parents obliged me to 
take upon my ſelf hy duties of a wife, with- 


oo out nine me in walk they confilted, 
er 6 . and 
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and when I knew not their extent or ſacred- 
nels.” 5 1 

There was a ſomething in the manner of | | 
the unfortunate Honora, as ſhe pronounced 9 
theſe words, that could not fail to intereſt 9 
ſuch a heart as Miſs Delville's: it expreſſed 
a deep and afflicting ſenſe of her own errors, 
and a generous ſcorn to take advantage ß 
thoſe circumſtances which ſhe might have 1 
adduced to leſſen her criminality; and 8 F 
though, at the moment, there was nothing 
which the would not have forfeited. as the 
price of enjoying the tender pity of Miſs 3 
Delville, ſhe diſdained to plead thoſe cir- KB 
cumſtances that would infallibly have made NH 
that young lady, 1 as were her Preju- ö þ 
dices, compaſſionate, rather than condemn = 
ber. e = 


IIIA. 


Alter a ſilence of ſome minutes, Honora 


— 
— «. — 
2222 . 


— 


thus reſumed, with a calm firmneſs in her 
voice that almoſt contradicted the melting 
ſenſibility that beamed 1 in her ** 


LL 


* 


J have now, Madam, only to mention 


the motives of my intruſion on the ſcene of 
your benevolence, for which I hope you may 
| excuſe me.—Some time ſince it was my 
fortune to give an intimation to Miſs Hen- 
nington, which would have ſaved her from 
© nuch ſubſequent ſuffering, had not her art- 
"eb affections been devoted to a man of the 
"moſt conſummate diſſembling Powers, and 
whole heart was as cold as his paſſions were 
warm and irritable. Conſcious that I had 
wronged Mr. Delamain, I ſhould then have 


* 
” 


4 8 conſented to the divorce he meditatedFhad 


1 not had a daughter, a againſt whoſe deareſt | 
intereſt L 
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intereſts I conceived ſuch a plan to militate; E 
but, determined as I was reſolutely to op- = 
poſe this meaſure, I thought myſelf called 
upon to open the eyes of Miſs Hennington 
to her ſituation. In the firſt inſtance I 
failed, but in the ſecond I was ſucceſsful ; 
though, to ſucceed, 1 was obliged to agonize 
a heart that paſſionately loved me, and 
which my former conduct had contributed, 
to breax. Mr. Hennington knew that I had 
forfeited my honour ; but he thought my _ w 
principles ſtill might in ſome reſpects be de- . | 80 
pended on, and at his deſire I promiſed not 5 10 
to loſe ſight of his lovely ſiſter, though, as z 
he took the greateſt pains to prevent our 1 
meeting, I cafily diſcerned that he thought N 
me a properer friend than acquaintance.— 
Some months ſince my daughter was taken 4 if 
from this * by a fever, and ] imme- 1 
1 


' 


i 
N 
| 
j 
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tely wrote to Mr. Delamain, bn 


France, to teli him I ſhould no longer op- 


poſs the divorce, which he has ſince pro- 
cured. 1 was not, in the meantime, Une 


: mindful of my promiſe to watch oyer Mifs 


Hennington; and that taſk brought me to 
this country, which , was, ſome time ſince, 
well known to me. rer Nr. Delamain' 8 


motions I have kept a ſtrict eye, and two 
1 fince diſcovered that he was wounded 


in a duel, in which his own baſeneſs had en- 
| weed him with a friend of the deceaſed 


Mr. Hennington. Certain that Serena 
could not hear of ſuch a circumſtance un- 
1 moved, 1 came to this cottage very early 
yeſterday morning, defi igning gently to break 
l * the intelligence to her: but the ſtate in 
which I found her precluded that ; and as 
| ay meeting. with Lord Somerſet here, 


informed 
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informed me of his being returned to the 
country, I made no ſcruple of coming hither 

at ſo late an hour to-day, confident I ran no 
riſæ of meeting you; and unable to bear 
the thought, that a being ſo dear to the 
much-injured and moſt amiable George 
Hennington, ſhould beg ck, without A 
ſingle friend to watch by her pillow, Now, 
Miſs Dalville,” . continued this extraordinary 5 | 
young woman, * I have informed you of. 


the motives of my viſits, which, I affure 
you, ſhall not be repeated, ſince I find you 
ſtill frequent this place. The guilty and 


unfortunate Honora cannot, with all her I 
ſelf. love, conceive herſelf deſerving of being 9 
known to you. Forget then, Madam, that 
you have ever ſeen me; though, if an idea 
of me obtrudes itſelf, let it be one of pity | 
rather than abhorrence ! 255 


* 
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As ſhe ſaid this, Honora laid the infant 
on the bed, after having tenderly kiſſed it, 
and haſtened from the room, before Miſs 


Delville had recovered the power of ſpeech, 
of which this extraordinary ſcene had de- 


pre her. 


As bon ke could ſufficiently recolle& 


- herſelf, which was not for ſeveral minutes, 


Philippa ſought Mrs. Barton, who was in 


the chamber of Serena; and from her 
learned, that the phyſician who had before 
attended Madame D'Albain, had been there 
that morning, and had pronounced the patient 
to be in no immediate danger ; that he had 
ordered her to be kept quiet, and promiſed 


to call on the following day. 


Miſs 


ſend for, ſhe could not conceive. | 


But fo ſcrupulouſly bad Honora kept the 


promiſe made to Lieutenant Hennington, 
that ſhe had been perfectly acquainted even 1 


with the moſt ſecret manœuvres of Sir Piercy 


and De Melanville, concerning the retire- 
ment of Serena; and ſhe in fact it was that 


had cauſed the worthy Mrs. Barton to be 
recommended to the former: by which 
means ſhe eſſentially ſerved the combined | 
powers, and ſecured herſelf an agent and 
informer near Miſs Hennington, for whom 
ſhe was moſt tenderly intereſted: « on many. 


accounts. 773 ye. 
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Miss Delville had no doubt . the viſit £ 
of the'phyſician had been cauſed by the at- 
tention of Honora ; but how that lady had 
diſcovered who was the particular perſon * 6 
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8 imaginary connubial rights 


Though Honora had never herſelf loved 


Mr. Delamain, and his conduct, together 


with her unfortunate entanglement with 
Mr. Oſborne, led her, in a ſhort time after 


their union, to deteſt him, ſhe was perfectly 
aware how very fondly he might be beloved 


by an object, towards whom he thought it 
worth his while to practiſe the inſinuating 
arts he ſo well underſtood; and thence her 


N "pity for Miſs Hennington was unbounded, 
| She too had experienced all the bitterneſs of 


finding the man ſhe adored, ſelfiſh and un- 


worthy ; and though her connection with 
him was of a nature very different from the 


0 3 + 


. Serena, he 3 
could, from her own feelings, form a toſe- 


Table idea of thoſe that muſt diſtract the bo- 


ſom of that ill-fated girl, on diſcovering the 


2 ruin into which ſhe had been plunged by her 


artful | 


art ful betrayer. The remembrance of the 


noble George Hen ni ngton alſo plead ed pow 


erfully in the favour of his ſiſter with this 
extraordinary woman, who had always che- 
riſhed the fincereſt friend ſhip for him—even : 


at the very time that ſhe deſtroyed all his 
proſpects of happineſs by giving her hand 
to Mr. Delamain, thereby violating a private 


engagement to him, entered into without 
the knowledge of her parents, and becauſe, 


at the early age of ſixteen, ſhe fancied her- : 


felf i in love with him, though in fact he had 
only excited her vanity, inſtead of touching 
her heart, 


At the time of Honora's marriage, nothing WK 


could have been more eaſy than for Mr. 


Delamain to have acquired her trueſt af- 


fections; but he was not at that time ſo 
ſyſtematic 
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ſyſtematic a deceiver as he afterwaitls proved 


cepted, not ſought their daughter. 
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himſelf, and he would not then affect hu. 
mility he did not feel, to obtain an end he 


| looked upon as not worthy of his ſolicitude. 
He thought Honora' Seward, without ſfix- 


pence for her fortune, bighly honoured by 
his addrefles, and he took no pains what- 


ever to conceal his ſentiments. He ſaw that 


her parents were ready to. force her into his 


arms, and his conduct was ſuch as gave 


every perſon but the infatuated Mr. and 


Mrs. Seward, plainly to underſtand he ac- 


0 * a 
f 


On Mils Delville's return home, as ſhe 


was aſcending the ſtairs to go to her own 


room, lng was unexpectedly overtaken by 


Lord Sqmerſet, who aſked her if the had 


not been to viſit Serena, and how that young 
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lady was. When ſhe had anſwered thoſe 


enquiries, he faid mildly 


« My dear Philippa, 1 muſt now deſire 
that you do not again repeat your calls on 
Mifs Hennington. Were ſhe alone at the 
cottage, I believe I ſhould not forbid: you 
to go thither ; but J yeſterday morning en- 
countered there a lady, whom I do not 
think it proper you ſhould have the ſlighteſt 
communication with; and it is to me the 
moſt wounding part of the conduct of Del- 
ville, that he ſhould have the baſeneſs to 
preſent to the poor deluded Serena, the- 
abandoned and divorced wife of Mr. Dela- 


main.“ 


' © Afſfure yourſelf, my dear Sir,“ cried 


Miſs Delville, happy in being able, in ſome 
5 meaſure, 


* 
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+ 
2 


* 
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meaſure, to lighten the cruel charge brought 


againſt her brother, that Piercy is in no 
way acceſſary to the charitable viſits Mrs, 


Delamain has paid her.” 


% How know you this, Philippa * de 
manded his Lordſhip. 


Miſs Delville then entreating her father 
to enter her dreſſing- room, that he might 


Y more conveniently hear what ſhe had to lay, 


% 


candidly. related all the occurrences of the 


morning; dwelling particularly on the gene- 


Tous forbearance of Honora, in promiſing ' 


no more to viſit the cottage, ſince e ſtil 


continued to pay her 2 attentions to 


= 5 its fair unhappy inmate. 


Lord 


/ 


d 
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Lord Somerſet thanked his daughter for 


herrecital ; ſaid Honora Seward was a ſtrange, 


and in many reſpects a moſt eſtimable cha- 
rater, adding with a ſmile, which Miss 


Deiville tancied expreſſed hope 


« Would to God you could as fully ex- 


1 


culpate Delville from other faults, as you 
have done from this | Perhaps he may plead 
ſomething in his own juſtification, provided 


the letter I ſent him laſt night, reaches him 


before an opportunity offers of his ſetting 
ſail for Carlſerona, which Xavier informs 


me he meant to loſe no time in doing.—1 


have, continued the good Peer, been 


5 


making many enquiries of that worthy young 
man concerning this unfortunate affair, with Y 
which I muſt believe him perfectly acquaint - 
ed; and he has owned to me that there 
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are circumſtances that he has Galemanly pro- 


miſed not to reveal, without the previous 


conſent of Delville or Serena. He aflures 
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me that a ſhort time will elucidate every 
myſtery, and not only exonerate Piercy, 


but raiſe his character moſt highly in my 


1 eſteem. The word of Xavier I cannot 
1 | doubt; ; and now that you have cleared up 
| | the only circumſtance that ſeemed to ſtagger 
: 1 the confidence in your brother” s worth that 
WG  Heentertains, I think I ſhall make myſelf 
| tolerably caſy.” 
| | Miss Delville was delighted to ſee the 
| ö cheerfulneſs of her beloved father in ſome 4 
| | ' meaſure reſtored ; but ſhe could not in her j 
| | own mind account for the ſtrange indiffer- ; 
| ence he ſeemed to feel concerning the affair : 


of Mi Meliphant. She did not, now- 


ever, 
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ever, wiſh to remind him of it juſt 4 
and after a very little more converſation, 


they par ted. 


CHAP. VII. 


Ar dinner that day, the whole party ſeem- : 
ed much more ſatisfied with themſelves, and 
with each other, than they had been for the 
two preceding days; and the converſation 
took the ſame lively and inſtructive turn 
that it generally did when Lord Somerſet 
Vas à party in it. 
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| [EY the Count, from catching the infection of 
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- Is now, for the firſt time ſince his return 
home, enquired how his family had employed 
themſelves during his abſence ; a little mark 
of kind attention he had never before omit- 

ted for fo long a time. | 
Mrs. Powis replied, with her cuſtomary 
Vivacity, that, as far as ſhe could diſcover, 
her couſin Philly had been nurſing the fick 
and the ſorrowful, in the perſons of Miſs 
Hennington and that eternal mope, Sir 
Piercy ;- and that ſhe had been equally cha- 


ritably employed in preſerving her friend, 


ſadneſs, by reading, laughing, chatting, and 


ſinging with him. 


Lord Somerſet could not help ſmiling at 
the laſt mentioned mode of amuſing ſo 
n 8 1 elegant 


7 
* 


al 


ſo 


P 
elegant a muſician as the Count, as Mrs. 
Powis's qualifications in that line, were at 
ſeaſt equal to, and ſtrongly reſembling thoſe 
of a pea-ben. He, hower er, took the op- 
portunity of enquiring if his daughter or 
niece had read any of the books he had 


brought them from London. 


The latter replied t that ſhe had already 
fniſhed one of them, which had afforded 
her infinite entertainment, by the delight- 
ful deſcription it contained of the land of 


potatoes. 


« ] believe I know the book you mean, 


Emily,“ ſaid Lord Somerſet ; © as, though 


you know I am not particularly partial to 
Novels, that -one happening to be thrown 
looſe into the carriage, I peruſed it in my 

H 3 OS way 


| way down hither, whilſt the Chevalier Bayar 
was more rationally employed with a vo- 
lume of, De Florian's poems.“ 


% Well, uncle,” cried Mrs. Powis, © oe 
were you not charmed by the account of the 
delectable Sir Dennis O'Neil, and his more 
than half ſavage country a | 5 
«. Indeed, Emily,” replied his Lordſhip, 
I was not l could only lament that ili. 
4 berality lo very glaring, ſhould have found 
its way into the mind of a perſon capable of 


deſcribing « The World as it is,“ with ſo 


25 much pleaſantry and judgment in every 


| other reſpect. And I am ſorry to ſee that 
you appreciate ſatire rather by its keennels 


than its Juluce,”” 


* 


0 But certainly, uncle,“ reſumed the 


lady, you muſt, if you recolle& for a 
moment ſome of the gallant Meleſians whom 


we ſaw at Bath the laſt ſeaſon we { pent there, 
you mult acknowledge there is ſome truth 
in the portrait the author has drawn of the 
deſcendant of the Hibernian Kings.” 


It is not to the character of Sir Dennis 
O' Neil that I particularly object,“ returned 


Lord Somerſet; «„ we all know that in 


every nation on earth there are brutes, call- 


ing themſelves human creatures, whom no- 


thing can civilize, even in the higher ranks 


of ſociety; and there are particular traits in 


the national character of the Iriſh, that; 5 


an individual, may well bear to be height- 


ened in ſuch a manner as to produce a very 


ladierous and at the ſame time a very like 
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caricature. But! in the book of which we 
are ſpeaking, it is not only the proud ſavage, 
Sir Dennis, and the ſtill more ferocious 
Hector, that are held up to ridicule : had 
. the author ſtopped at that point, it would 
do very well ; but the general farcaſms, 
| pointed with fo little either of judgment or 
good - nature, at the whole nation, cannct 
fail to irritate every Iriſh perſon, and diſguſt 
every Eng'ith one, who has either viſited the 
country, or has liberality enough to believe 
that, though from its later commencement 
in the arts of civilization, it may not be 
quite ſo far advanced in them as the ſiſter 
kingdom, it is certainly already in a very 
high ſtate of improvement, which is every 
day becoming more conſpi picuous. The fair 
authoreſs, for I think it is written by a wo- 


man, of The World as it 150 ſeems to. 
| f me 
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me to have heard, at ſome time or other, a 
moſt exaggerated account of the poverty and 
ſufferings of the Iriſh peaſantry, the incon- 
veniences of travelling on Iriſh roads, and 
the air of neglect and floth viſible in Iriſh 
houſes. All this her memory has retained ; 
but ſhe ſeems entirely to have forgotten 
whether thoſe grievances preſented themſelves 
in the domains of a bad landlord, or a good 
and humane one; whether in the moun- 
tainous tracts of Wicklow, the unfrequented 
wilds of Donegal, or on the great North 
road, which is, I have been told, fully equal 
to any England can boaſt, for goodneſs and 
accommodations of every ſort; and upon 
this ſame road does this lady preſent to her 
zandeting heroine every horror of uncivilized 


Ireland!“ 


. ce But, 
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„ But, my dear Sir,” interrupted Mrs 
Powis, you muſt confeſs that there is at 
leaſt ample field for ridicule in their horrid, 
uncouth mode of ſpeaking the barbarous 
names they give places, the prejudices, a and 
national pride of the ui. pp 8 


L 


* am forry, my dear Emily,” returned 
Lord Somerſet, calmly and gravely, “ to ſee 
you fo little underſtand the terms you hare 
made uſe of, Engliſh as they are, as I think 
otherwiſe you would not lay yourlelf fo en- 
tirely open to the retort courteous, In re- 
gard to the Iriſh accent, which I acknow- 
edge J have met ſcarcely any perſons of that 

country entirely freq from, you muſt per- 
mit me to ſay I think it infinitely preferable 
to the provincial jargon of many Engliſh 
counties; becauſe the language. is always 


good, 


SEREN KT. og 
: good , though the pronunciation may be 
faulty. As for the barbarous names you 
mention, for Heaven's ſake recollect thoſe 
of Cornwall, which is, in fact, your native 


* 


country.“ 


The Peer pauſed ; but lis niece remain- 


ing fi ſi lent, he added 2 


« ] confeſs I have no patience with the: 
arrogant abſurdity one ſo often meets with 
in Novels, where the author criticizes and ri- 
dicules the language of the Iriſh, in a broad 
Yorkſhire, or Welt country dialect.“ 

Ihe” e 

« Yet, notwithſtanding all you have ſaid, | 
my dear uncle,” reſumed the fair widow. I > J ; 
] cannot believe but there muſt be much = 
more truth than you are willing to allow i . 


H 6 this: 
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this ſatire on the Iriſh . elſe would you ſee 
" ſo many of that country, as you may do 
daily, evidently aſhamed of having been born 


on the other ſide of the Channel?“ 


«© What you now mention,” ſaid i 
Lordſhip, ce has long ſtruck me as being a 
very great abſurdity, totally unworthy of 
the underſtanding of many perſons who 


one ſees chęriſh it; and. it certainly gives 


infinite force to thoſe illiberal ſarcaſms, that 


would elſe only excite the contemptuous 
ſmile, and be forgotten. The Iriſh are allo 


apt to run into a cqntrary extreme, in 


being vain of the title of Hibernians; and 


J have more than once met with Iriſh per- 


ſons in England, whoſe manners, and till 


more their accent, were in the ſtyle of the moſt 


vulgar Milefian's, whom I have afterwards 


{cen 


ſeen in the nalite circles of Dublin, and who | 


would there have bluſhed at the very idea 


of making uſe of an Hibernianiſm. But it 


is not of the natives of our filter kingdom 
alone that this may be faid, fince it uſed to 
be much too common in Paris, and is ſtill 
in the German and Italian States, to be- 
hold young Engliſhmen, who were ſent 
abroad to learn foreign manners, degrade 
themſelves by every vicious abſurdity, to 
prove that they had the © honour of Old 
Engiand at heart ;” and who, on their re- 


turn home, exhibited the complete travelled 


man. Would the lriſh in England, and the 


Engliſh on the Continent, neither arrogantly 


| boaſt of, nor meanly bluſh for their country, 


they would in general be infinitely more re- 


ſpected than they are. In this they would 
do well to take example by their Northern 
neighbours, 
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3 neighbours, whoſe national pride bas always 
appeared to me to be ſingularly well regu- 
lated”? | | | / 


The glance which Lord Somerſet, as he 
fpoke, directed to the Chevalier Charles, 
made the alluſion ſufficiently evident to au- 
thorize that gentleman ſaying— 


« Do you not, my Lord, give to the 
natives of the North of Europe more than 
their due ſhare of credit in this reſpect? 
Sir Piercy Delville, who has ſpent ſo much 


col his time in Sweden, could give you many 


Inſtances of the boaſting ſuperiority of Ruſ- 
fians ; and before Poland was fo cruelly diſ- 


membered, the contempt in which the Poles 


| held us: nay, even the Swedes themſelves 
| are 


L 


7 | SERENA. 

| heroes their country has produced.“ 
* Believe me, my dear Bayar,” returned 
his Lordſhip, <« that is a ſort of national 
vanity I think too reaſonable ever to con- 


demn or ridicule. Even I, though not a 


Swede, can never hear of your' godlike 
Guſtavus Adolphus, your heroic Charles, 


without the moſt animated rapture; but 


which 1s not, I confeſs, quite equal to that 


which it gives me to contemplate the cha- 


racter and conduct of a man fully equal to 
the firſt, and far ſuperior to the laſt—1 
mean Guſtavus the Third.“ 

% Though ſome of my family,“ ſaid 
Bayar, © if not active in oppoſing the Revo- 
lution, were at leaſt ſteady in the contrary 

Intereſt, 
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are much too vain-glorious concerning the 
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: intereſt, there i is no perſon who more highly 
| honours Guſtavus than myſelf. Had I, at 
that momentous period to Sweden, been of 
an age to aid the cauſe of my King by my” 
exertions, they ſhould not have been want- 
ing; but, as I was in my infancy at the 
time, I can now only venerate this memorial 
of the glorious nineteenth of Auguſt,” look- 
ing down upon the band of muſlin that en- 
circled his arm as he ſpoke, © which I eſteem 
as the badge of my principles, as well as of 


my ſervice.” 


The Chevalier, who ſtill conſidered him- 
ſelf as in the Swediſh ſervice while unem- 
ployed by any other Government, happened 
8 on this day to wear the Naval uniform of 
that country, and conſequently the badge 
of the Revo! ution, which Mrs. Powis had 
| never 


I 
\ 
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never before taken notice of; and now ſeeing 
the importance he annexed to it, demanded 


the ocration of its being worn. 


Mrs. Powis had, at ſchool, gone through 
the cuſtomary routine of geographical ſtudies, 
and could, with a little recollection, tell, 
verbatim from Guthrie, with much preciſion, 
how every country was bounded, its latitude 
and longitude fron n London or Paris, prin- | 
cipal rivers, &c.; but of the government, 
hiſtory, and cuſtoms of the European na- 
tions ſhe was as ignorant a8 need be deſired, 
and the perfect novelty of every thing ſne 
now heard, as the converſation turned on the 
celebrated old and new Conſtitution of 
Sweden, fo highly intereſted and. amuſed 


ber, that, from that time the Chevalier's | 


converſation became almoſt as much fought 
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by her, as that of the Count, who ſtill, 
however, remained her chief favourite. 


Whilſt the family at Somerſet Caſtle, 
in their peaceful retirement, enjoy the plea- 
Cares of the advancing ſummer, it may not 
be amiſs to give ſome account of a perſon, 
whoſe hiſtory, imperfectly known to Miſs 
Delville, gave that young lady a frequent 
pang, for the honour and hapleſs of her 

loved brother. | 2 | 


* 
. 


Ins the letter received by Lord Somerſct, 
from the lady calling herſelf Thereſa Meli- 
5 phant Delville, there was ſuch a mixture of 
truth and falſchood as would have puzzled 
even Sir Piercy, ſadly convinced as he had 


been of her art and unworthineſs, to diſcri- 
minate, 


minate, and ſay vreciſely what was abr a 
cated, and what not. 


Thereſa was, as ſhe had informed Lord 
Somerſet, the daughter of a Roman Catho- 
lic gentleman of conſiderable property in 
Ireland; but a natural one (as ſhe did not 
inform him) by a ruddy-cheeked damſel, 
the daughter of one of his pooreſt colliers, 
who aſſiſted the dairy-maid to milk the cows, 
and the kitchen-maid in her manifold las . 
bours, for the ſmall compenſation of the 
{craps left at the ſervants-hall table, for her- 
ſelf and father; ſometimes) accompanied by  * i 
a ſhare for the pig, which at Chriſtmas and g 
| Faſter ſupplied, by the money for which it 6 . 
| fold, the very {mall portion of clothes that 
a ſufficed this humble pair. 8 -iﬀ 
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Polly (ſo the damfel was named) was, 
however, very pretty, and as vain as pretty 
girls uſually are, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt circles of females. Nor was this 
| vanity alone gratified by the preſents of a 
new ſtuff gown, ſtraw hat, &c. made her by 
the Squire ; for her pride was flattered in a 
ſtill higher degree, by having the honour of 
having a child by him—a circumſtance which 
is far from reflecting diſgrace, provided the 


father is of rank. 


Mr. Meliphant certainly did hear of the 
birth of Polly's child, for he gave her a gui - 


ks nea to entertain her friends with at the 


chriſtening, and graciouſly permitted that it 
-  ſhouid be called Thereſa, alter his Honour's 
lifter, who was married to a gentleman 


living in Dublin; but he heard no more 


of 
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of it ti] two years afterwards, when one 
morning his houſexeeper came into his room, 
to relate the terrible accident that had hap- | 
pened the night before, 0 hich was no other 
than the death of Polly's father; by a fall 
from the back of one of his Honour's cart-. 
horſes, and the ſubſequent miſcarriage of 
Polly (who was in the way of preſenting his 
Honour with a ſecond bantling), which ſhe 


ſurvived ſcarcely more than an hour. 


Mr. Meliphant declared he was very ſorry 
for honeſt Paddy and poor little Polly ; and- 

ſent the houſekeeper with a meſſage to his 
ſteward, commanding him to ſee that they 
were both properly waked and buried, at 
his expence; and, when reminded of the 
exiſtence of Thereſa, he alſo gave orders for | 
the houſekeeper to bring her up to the houſe, 
| A 


4# 


and teach her to knit and ſew, and make 
pies and paſties. 


Had 1 rational mode of education been 
purſued, Thereſa would probably have made 
a clever and creditable ſervant ; but it hap- 


pened that when ſhe was about five years 


old, the houſekeeper (for Mr. Meliphant 
was a bachelor), on diſcharging one of the 
houſe-maids, hired another, who being very 


pretty, and very well behaved, ſhe made en- 


tirely her own companion, in order to keep 
her out of the way of their maſter. 


Mr. Meliphant, however, contrived to get 

a glimpſe of Martha, the handſome houle- 
mad, and it made him very frequent 1a bis 
__ viſits to the houſekeeper's room, where only 
* he could meet with her. In the courſe of 
ES . 3 5 „ 


al 
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theſe viſits, little Thereſa rendered, herſelf . 


ſo engaging in the eyes of her father, that 


. . 
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he became extremely fond of her, and would 
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ſoon ſcarcely ſuffer her to be a moment out 
of his ſight ; and it was in a ſhort time 
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univerſally underſtood that he acknowledged 
her as his daughter, and meant to give her a 


fortune. f ' 
When Thereſa was about twelve years old, ; 
Mrs. Baldwin, the lady after whom ſhe had 
been named, came down to the country, 
W © a viſit to her brother. She was . pleaſed: 
with the beauty and vivacity of her little 
nameſake, and being a very ſenſible woman, 
ſoon ſaw the impropriety of the manner in 
which her father was bringing her up, totally. 
without education, and in habits of luxury 


and indulgence. 


| This, | 


* 
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This, Mrs. Baldwin conceived it, if pol. b 
ſible, to be her duty to correct; and ac- 


cordingly one day aſked her brother what he 
meant to do with T hereſa? 


% Do with her?” repeated he. 


Tes, brother nh mean, do you intend 
that ſhe ſhall, when a little older, appear in 


the world as Miſs Meliphant? Ta 


8 T bat ſhall be juſt as my wife pleaſes,” 
anſwered the gentleman, with the vtmol 


fan g froid. 


Mr. Meliphant, now in his fottieth ear, 
had always declared it to be his intention to 
marry ſome time or other; and though 


Mrs. Baldwin was of opinion that he end 
A | luxe 
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TY and Sis a bachelor ſhe thought it beſt 


to provide againſt the chance of his making 


ſome lady his wife, who would not approve 
of his doing any thing for poor Thereſa ; 
ſhe therefore ſet to work, with the utmoſt 
diligence, to improve the mind of the un- 


fortunate child, in order, if poſſible, to fit 


her for a ſtation ſomething ſuperior to a 


ſervant, when it ſhould be the pleaſure of 
her father, or his wite, to caſt her upon the, 


world unprovided for. 


Mrs. Baldwin ſucceeded in the taſk ſhe 


had ſo benevolently undertaken, ſo far as to 


poliſh the manners of the young Thereſa, 
and to enlighten her underſtanding, but by 
no means to improve her mind : that was 
entirely degenerated, if the expreſſion may 


vol. 11. 3 N be 
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be uſed for what had dul been negatis =; 
| good. a 


She had early learned from the ſervants 
all the mean arts of whe ecdling, to preſerve 
that influence over her father, which was 
often exerted to procure. them indulgences, 
and to ſcreen them from his 'merited anger 
on many occaſions; and the advantages he 
ſhe might now have derived from the atten- 
tions of the kind Mrs. Baldwin, were on 
ſhewn in her becoming more artful than 
ever, to conceal from her the depravity of 
her heart and ſentiments. 
Five years after Mrs. Baldwin began her 
| ſyſtem of education with Thereſa, Mr. Me- 
| liphant accompliſhed his long deſigned mar- 
riage, and united himſelf to a woman, vain, 
| arrogant, 
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arrogant, and penurious, who, as his fiſter 

: had predicted, was ſcarcely ſettled in the 
houſe of her huſband, when ſhe inſiſted that 
his daughter ſhould leave it, and ſuggeſted 
the idea of ſending her to the Convent of 
St. Mary, at Baden, to be put under the 
care of Mer. Meliphant's relation, the 
| Abbeſs, Or | ? 
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Had Mr. Meliphant had any feeling, or 
any real regard for his davghter, which was 
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very far from being the caſe, he certainly 
i W could not deny a requeſt made ſo early by 
his fair bride ; and Thereſa was immediately 
conſigned to the care of the truly worthy 
r woman, who preſided over the Giſterhood of 
- St, Mary. 
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| About a year before the period. now re- 
corded, Thereſa had taken it into her head 
to be violently in love with one of her 
father's grooms; who, thinking it impro- 


bable that his maſter would ever marry, 


thought proper to fall in love too, and his 


young lady was eaſily prevailed upon to be 
united to him in the holy bands of wed— 
lock. 5 


Dr 


„FC 1h iN | 
No ſooner was her deſtination for Baden 
knownto-Thereſa, Who may with more pro- 
priety be called Mrs. Fitzpatrick, than ſne 


informed her huſband of it; teiling him that 
be muſt now claim her from his maſter, as 


going abroad ſhe was poſitively determined 


againſt, . 


But 


180 
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But Mr. Fitzpatrick, who had long 


ſince diſcorered that his lady was not likely 


to ſhare the fortune of the Squire, was al- 
ready heartily tired of his bargain, and ex- 
perienced the moſt lively pleaſure when he 


heard ſhe was going to foreign parts to be 


made a Nun of, ” therefore no deſign whatever 


to comply with her injunctions; yet think- 


mg he had bet tzr not irritate the lady by a 
denial, or any ſhew of indifference towards 


her perfon, determined to perform a very 


curious part: he broke into loud: and im- 
patient lamentations, curſed. his own ill for- 
tune, & c. and at laſt informed Mrs. Fitz- 
patrick that their marriage had not been 
lawful, ſince the ceremony had only been 


performed by Father Sulivan.” 


13 % Only be 
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= Only repeated the young lady, ee and 
what more would you have, Jerry F. itz- 
an. 


The W Jerry now confeſſed, with much 
ſeeming ſorrow, that he was both an Engliſh- 
man and a Proteſtant, conlequently could 
not be lawfully married by a Prieſt. Here 
Mr. Fitzpatrick did not adhere very ſtrictly 
to truth ; for the next pariſh to Mr. Meli- 
| Phant's bore in its regiſter the record of his 
birth ; and all his kindred had, time imme- - 
morial, been ſheep of the fold of Father 
Sulivan, and his predecetſars ; nor had any 
form been wanting in the completion of his 
marriage, to erititie him to claim the for- 
tune of his lady, had her father choſen to 


| * hier one. | 
| Notwith- 
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NotwilhSnadios Mrs. Fitzpatrick | choſe 
violently to upbraid her lord and maſter for 
ſo long concealing the .inefficacy of their 
marriage (not one word of which, however, 
did ſhe believe), ſhe was not by any means 
ſorry when ſhe found ſhe was to enter the 


world free from all matrimonial ties; and 5 
therefore made no objection to the journey. 
to Baden, ſtipulating only that ſhe ſhould ' 


not be obliged to take the veil againſt her 


inclination, nor even enter on a noviciate 
for three months. To theſe preliminary 
articles Mr. Meliphant was too indifferent 
about his daughter to make any oppoſition, 
and Mrs. Meli pbant had already ſeen enough 
of the young lady's diſpoſition to be per- 


ectly aſſured that her huſband would never 


have the care of ſettling a permanent penſion 
on her; and, in order to ſave even a tem- 
"= I 4 Porary 
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porary. one, ſhe adviſed Mr. Meliphant to 
ſend Thereſa, for the firſt three months, on 
@ viſit to her couſin, the Abbeſs. 


Tn a few days, Mrs Fitzpatrick ſet out 


for Baden, and was in due time received at 


the Convent, with much cordiality by the 
good Superior. The fordid defire of Mrz. 
Meliphant for Thereſa to be only a viſiter at 
St. Mary's, was not more favourable to her 
own ſecret wiſhes than it was to the deſigns 
of the young lady herſelf ; as a viſiter, the 
Abbeſs had no right to controul her inclina- 
tions or actions for three months, which 
time ſhe would have to try the power of her 
wits and her charms, towards procuring her- 
ſelf a comfortable eſtabliihment ; and even I 
| after that, ſhould her father infiſt on her 
commencing Novice, ſhe had no doubt of 
my : intereſting 


intereſting the Abbeſs by her flat teries, when 
they were evidently ſpontaneous, to indulge 


her in greater liberty than is generally al- 


lowed to ſiſters of any deſcription. At all 
events, ſhe knew ſhe could not be forced to 


take the veil, even ſhould Mr. Meliphant 
be unmindful of his promiſe ; as the validity 
of her marriage ſhe knew ſhe could eaſily 


prove, ſhould it be convenient.. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


« The charm, which could be formed only by guilt, lus 
| power only to produce miſery.” 


HAawWKESWORTH, 
) : ; 


Ir was about a month after the arrival of 
the fair Thereſa at Baden, that ſhe firſt be- 
came acquainted with young Delville, at 
the houſe of an Engliſh merchant of much 
reſpectability in that city. This gentle- 
man, whoſe name was Marley, had a daugh- 
ter, young, amiable, and paſſionately be- 


bored by him; 3 who, from often viſiting an 
ou 


23 
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old relation of har mother's, a profeſſed ſiſter | 


at St. Mary's, formed an intimacy with: 


Thereſa, which led to her being allowed fre- 
quently to viſit the worthy merchant's houſe. 


A friend{hip, fincere on one fide, thence: 


enſued, which was evinced by Miſs Marley 
by the moſt unlimited confidence in Thereſa, 


who was too artful to give her more than 


the ſemblance of it in return. 


When Mr. Delville arrived at Baden, he 


im mediately waitzd on Mr. Marley, to whom 
he had letters from ſeveral friends, and was. 
treated by him with the kindeſt attention; S 


while the innocent and luſceptible C 


Marley gave to his merits, on a few days“ 


acquaintance, a larger portion of regard 
than was conſiſtent with her on happineſs, 


ſince totally unnoticed by Mr. Delville. 
16 Dee 
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Mg Deceived, notwithſtanding, by her own 
ſenſations, the ſimple girl gave a meaning 
to his attentions (which were merely thoſe 
5 which every man of feeling and taſte ſhews 
to every pleaſing woman); which he never 
deſigned them to Wear the appearance of ; 
and at her next viſit at the Convent, ſhe 
related to Therela all her hopes, her wiſhes, 
and the whole hiſtory of Mr. Delville, 
which ſhe had learned from her father, 


Here was ample field for the exertion of all 
Mrs. Fitzpatrick's genius, and ſhe relolved | 
to profit by it. She congratulated Mis 
Marley on her conqueſt, and expreſſed a ten- 
der wiſh to be known to the man who had 
fo ſoon captivated the heart of her beloved 


* 


Caroline. 


The 
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The innocent girl, deiighted at the feigned 
participation in her happinels, directly pro- 
cured permiſſion from the Abbeſs for 
Thereſa to dine with her that day ; and 
Miſs Meliphant was in form introduced to 
Piercy Delville. That young man cer- 
tainly, from the firſt, admired her extremely; 
but would probably have thought no more 
of her from the moment ſhe was out of his 
ſight, had ſhe not taken infinite pains to 
engage his affections, which ſhe very ſoon 


did in ſome degree. 


The credulous Caroline, in the mean- 
time, flattered herſelf ſhe was every day ad- 
: vancing nearer to happineſs, i in the increaſing | 
love of Delville; for fo cruelly deceptive _ 
was the conduct of the unprincipled Thereſa, 
that ſhe perſuaded the unhappy Mits Marley 

that, 


* 
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that the frequent whiſpering and private 
conferences, which ſhe could not avoid ob- 
ſerving, were -entirely owing to Delville's 
concealed love for her amiable friend. 


In endeavouring to enſnare the affeQions 

of the young Piercy, immediate mar- 

| rage was never any view of Mrs. Fitz- 
patrick's. From her firſt converſation with 
him, in which ſhe artfully led him to ſpeak 
of his family, ſhe was certain tliat to lead 
him into marrying without the conſent of 
Lord Somerſet, would not be an eaſy mat- 
ter; but ſhe ſaw that a punctilious honour 
-was the marking trait of his character, .and, 
could ſhe once enſnare him ſo far as to en- 
gage it in her cauſe, ſhe knew ſhe was ſecure 


ol ſucceſs. 
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She therefore contrived to draw him into 
ſituations, in which it was next to impoſſi- 
ble to avoid the ſnare ſhe had laid for his 
honour ; and then artfully deploring her own 
ſulceptibility, and gently reproaching him, 
the ſincerely repentant Delville upbraided- 
himſelf for the undoing of Miſs Meliphant, 
when in fa& he had been moſt crue! ily and | 


cunningly ſeduced into error. 


It 1s thus often that men, deceived and 


betrayed by their own vanity, regret, but 


more commonly exult in, their ſucceſſes 
with women, whole dupes they are; and 
fancy themſelves the ſubject of envy to all 
who know them, when in fact they are unt- 
xerfally pitied for their deluſion. 


184 wn 
It is this vanity which ſhews us ſo many 
men, of whom the world ſpeaks, to uſe the 
words of the author of the Gameſter, ng 
of a good man, dead !—as one who, walk- 


$93 


ing in his fleep, fell down a precipice! 


Delville was now ſunk in his own eyes; 
be conſidered himſelf as the ſeducer of a 
young lady, lovely, amiable, and innocent; 
and believing he owed her every reparation in 
his power, gave her a ſolemn promiſe to repair 
her Jofs of honour as ſoon as he ſhould be 
his own maſter, The firſt thing that awoke 
this ill-fated youth to a conception of the, 
- felfiſh views of the lady, was her deſiring to 
have this promiſe in writtng - a gratification 
he would not deny her, as he conſidered that 
it could make no bond between them more 
firm than his verbal declarations. f 
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In the whole of his tour through the Ger- | 
man States, Thereſa accompanied her lover, 
and at length returned to London with him, 
where he procured her lodgings, but where 
he ſeldom viſited her, and always accom- 
panied by a friend; ; as there was nothing he 
dreaded more than renewing the connection 
with her, which had been for ſome time 
broken off. 


Mr. Fitzpatrick, in the meantime, well 
pleaſed to be diſincumbered of his lady, 
continued for ſome months to attend the 
| horſes of his father-in-law, when the latter 
gentleman died, leaving his daughter Therefa 


five hundred pounds, to be immediately - i 


tranſmitted to her. Jerry. er 


heart yearned to poſſeſs this money, but 
wards Mrs, Fiezpetnck it did not * 
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and as he had diſcovered that ſhe was kept 
by a young Engliſhman of rank and fortune, 
he determined that ſhe ſhould either quietly 
give up the legacy to him, or be obliged to 


live with him, which he well knew ſhe would 


= fooner die than be compelled to do. Ac- 
*cordingly, as ſoon as he was certain of her 


arrival in London, he walted upon her; and 

at once letting her into the fecret of the 
validity of their marriage, and propoſing 
terms | to her, demanded the five hundred 
pounds. 


| MIS. Fitzpatrick would willingly have 


i given the money, had it been ſorth- coming; 
N but it had been ſpent long before, and fo the 


_ him. Jerry, upon this, inſiſted that 
' hould | procure a like ſum from her 
I which was a meaſure ſhe did not will 

to 
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to adopt.; and therefore uſed. her beſt en- 
deavours to pacify Mr. Fitzpatrick, ſhewing 
him, as a proof he had beſt hold his tongue 
for the preſent, the promiſe of marriage ſhe 
had obtained from Delville, which was fo 


worded as to render it impoſſible for him to 


break the engagement. 


Unfortunately; however, for Mrs. Fi itz- 
patrick, Delville was in an adjoining room 
during this converſation, of which he loſt 
not a ſingle word; and now calmly entering 
the apartment in which they were, ſeized 
the promiſe of marriage, and commenced 
his operations by very deliberately holding it 
in the fire till it was conſumed. He then ; 


turned to Thereſa, with a {tera countenance, =. 


ſaying— 
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e The paper, Madam, which I have now | 
deſtroyed, I always felt to he perfectly uſeleſs, 
fince it would require no bond to compel me 
to perform a promiſe once ſolemnly made; 
but from the infight you have, during the 
laſt half hour, given me into your character, 
1 thought it a meaſure inconſiſtent with the 
ſalety of your huſband, to permit you to 
retain an engagement of that nature. Lou 
have long, Madam, upbraided me with 
coldneſs; but aſſure yourſelf that, although 


my heart ſunk and recoiled at the very 


thought of ſuch an union, I would religiouſly 
have kept my word. From my ſoul I thank 
you for ſhewing me the propriety of break- 
ing thoſe engagements which have for ſeve- 
ral months made me miſerable. Mr. Fitz- 
patrick,” added Delville, turning to the 
; huſb2Rd, « you are entitled, in right of this 
kD . lady, 


lady, to five hundred pounds, . which ſhe 
has ſpent ; here is an order for that ſum, 
which my agent for: prize-money gave me 


this morning : take it, Sir, with my good 


wiſhes, and take your wife alſo from hence. 


Mrs. Fitzpatrick, you muſt inſtantly depart; 


your clothes ſhall be ſent to any place you 


direct ; but the ornamental trinkets, I have 
at different times preſented you, I ſhall 
not ſend, , Two hundred pounds is con- 
ſiderably more than their original coft ; that 
ſum you ſhall have, but no pledges of my 
folly and your duplicity ſhall remain with 
you.—Good morning, Madam.” 

As Delville pronounced the laſt word, he 
took Thereſa's hand, and firmly graſping it, 
led her down ſtairs, followed by Jerry. His 


carriage waited at the door, and b x 
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190 SERENA, 

the lady 1 into it, he told her it ſhould carry * 
whither ſhe pleaſed to go; he then left het 
to her meditations, and returned up ſtairs. 


% 


He did not however ſtay long. He ob- 


tained from Mrs. Fitzpatrick” s mad the 


trinkets he deſired to have, and giving her 
five guineas for herſelf, he ſealed her lady's 
trunks to be ſent her, and diſcharged the 
lodgings, determined to end at once this 


very diſagreeable buſineſs. The carriage 


conveyed the fair Thereſa to an hotel, where 


' ſhe defi red her trunks to be ſent ; and Del- 


"a - 


ville bw or heard. no, more of the wretched 
woman herſelf, as he left town . in two | 


days. 


But notwithſtanding he had, with a ſtea- 
dineſs eee; at his time of life, and 
| which 


75 e 
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which only the precepts of ſuch a man as 
Lord Somerſet could have given birth to, 


freed himſelf for ever from the artful ſpell 


that had lo long caſt a gloom on his pro- 
ſpects, Delville adverted not to the enter- 


priſing and malicious ſpirit he had rouſed 
when he gave Mrs. Fitzpatrick her congée, 
and troubled himſelf no further about her. 


It never once entered his imagination that 


ſhe would dare to intrude het infamous tale 
upon his father, which, with all a diſap- 


pointed woman's rage, ſhe immediately re- 
ſolved to do ; but ſome other little intrigues 
that fell in her way, and induced her to 
leave England for a time, delayed her pur- 


poſe for nearly two years; nay, it was pro- 


bable might have delayed it for ever, had = 
ſhe not had an opportunity of diſcovering 


his attachment to Miſs Hennington, during 
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the ſhort time that intervened between 
a Delville's finding her in London, and the 
death of her brother. 


| Her knowledge of the circumſtances that 
b at that time, ſhe owed. to her 
being, though ſhe carefully concealed her- 
ſelf from Sir Piercy, a lodger in the ſame 
houſe with the Lieutenant and his ſiſter.— 
When Delville and his fair charge left town, 
the malignant ſpirit of Thereſa, thirſting 
for miſchief and revenge, prompted her to 
follow thein privately into Yorkſhire, where 
me found it even eafier than ſhe had ex- 
_ pected, to gain intelligence of all the move- 


ments of Sir Piercy. 


2 ; os 
Olten had this foul fiend hovered over 


5 the morning walks of the guileleſs inhabitants 


E * _ 


of the caſtle, and likened to the converſa- 


tion of Serena and Delville, when, ſepa- | 
_ nating themſelves fiom the reſt of the party, 


they would talk of paſt times, of Henning- 
ton, and anticipate the future, 


The malicious eye of Thereſa, almoſt im- 
mediately after her arrival in Yorkſhire, diſ- 
covered the growing ſize of Miſs Henning- 


ton, and directly concluded tbe child ſhe _ 


8 R's 


bore was Delville's. In forming this con- : 


cluſion, ſhe was however often at a loſs, for 


ſhe frequently heard Delville make uſe of 


expreſſions that ſeemed to allude to ſome 


other perſon as the favoured lover of his 
charge; but as ſhe never could bear to pro- 


nounce the name of Delamain, ſhe never 


could inform herſelf who that perſon 'was. 

It, however, ſuited her convenience to at- 
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94 "SERENA. 
tribute the ſeduction of Miſs Hennington 
to Sir Piercy; and baving once, in one of 
her prowling viſits to the caſtle grounds, 
overheard Delville ſtrongly urging the Count 
de Melanville on the neceſſity of keeping 
the promiſe of ſecrecy they had all made 
concerning Miſs Hennington, ſhe no longer 
; hefitated to begin her operations upon Lord 


— 


Somerſet. 


| Thereſa was not miſtaken in ſuppoſing 
that the atrocity of his ſon's conduct, in 
ſeducing a young creature bequeathed to 
his care by her dying protector, would ren- 
der Lord Somerſet credulous in believing 
bim capable of evexy other act of depravity ; 


but the greater evil ſwallowed up the leſſer, 


and be gave himiſelf very little concern about 


* the wrongs of Mrs, F e and could N 
2 . | | he, 


a. : 
"We 2 N 7 4 b 
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su ENI. ry 
he, in his own mind, have cleared his be- 
loved Piercy of the charge of ſeducing his 
ward, he would probably have never men- | 
tioned Thereſa to him, but to enforce their 


| final ſeparation, by engaging him to give 
his hand to Serena. 


Jt | K ? 


CHAP. IXx. 


Ox leaving the caſtle, Sir Piercy Delville 
directly haſtened to London, where, finding 
Lord Somerſet had returned to Vorkſhire, he 
made every enquiry concerning a ſhip bound 
for Sweden; but finding none, and unable 


to endure inactivity, he took poſt for De- 


. 


8 er determined to enter a volunteer on 
5 board the Engliſh fleet then in Torbay ; but 
When he reached that p! lace, he heard that a 
Swediſh frigate had put into a neighbouring 
harbour: for ſome repairs, and was every 
222 FH | 1 hour 


SERENA. a 
hour expected to ſail for Carlſcrona. He 
immediately haſtened on board her, and 

found, in the Captain, an old friend, who 
received him as a Lieutenant, there being 
one wanting in the ſhip, and with the next 


tide they departed from England, 


To account for Sir Piercy not receiving 
Lord Somerſet's letter, it muſt be ſaid that 
it was directed to him at his Lordſhip's 
town houſe, which Delville never entered. 
He called at-the door the night he arrived 
in London, but finding his father not there; 
he had driven to an hotel, and went thither 
no more before he ſet out for Devonſhire. : . 


. Time wore peaceably away for ſeveral days. 
dat Somerſet Caſtle. Miſs Delville daily 
1 3 | viſited : 
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196 
viſited the ſuffering Serena, whoſe health 
flowly returned, though any converſation 


that might agitate her was ſtrictly prohibited 
by her phyſician for ſome time longer; and it 
was therefore concealed from her that there 
was very little likelihood of her ſon recover - 
ing from the ſmall-pox, 


Once Lord Somerſet accompanied his 


daughter to the cottage, meaning to ſee 


Serena, and aſſure her of his continued pro- 
ttection; but he was not allowed to be in- 
— troduced to her, nor to have his name men- 
© tioned in her preſence : for the phyſician 
not entertaining the flighteſt doubt of her 
connection, by marriage or otherwiſe, with 
young Delville, thought it could not fail to 
diſturb her ſpirits to ſee or hear from his 


father. His en however, had the 
3 little 


was ſwelled and disfigured, by its diſtemper, 
to a frightful degree; and the good Peer 


ſhuddered as he looked on it, and enquired 


% \ 


| how it had been named. 


« Piercy Delville,” replied Philippa, ; 
afraid to ſuppreſs the truth, yet dreading the 


inference that would be drawn from it. 


— 


Lord Somerſet ſighed as he faid he would. 


provide for it. 


—— — 


* Your Lordſhip's care on that head 
will ſoon be needleſs, ſaid the phyſician, 
who was preſent ; * the infant will ſcarcely 


live till morning.” 
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little boy brought to him by Philippa. It 
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The Peer fighed again; and Miſs Delville, 
who was extremely fond of the child, could 
not refrain from tears as ſhe carried it up 
Raurs to its nurſe. 


On their return home, Lord Somerſet 
mentioned to his daughter how much con- 
cerned he was at not hearing from her bro- 
ther. Miſs Delville hinted the probability 
that he had left town before it reached him, 
though ſhe could not conceive why he had 
not written, as he had reſolved to do, to 

his father, to place Serena's boy under his 


protection. | 


. all events, Sir,“ : pert” the amiable | 


girl, „Serena will, when the 1s well enough 
to be ſpoken to on the ſubject, exonerate | 


| Delville from all cenſure.” f 


1 


SEREN As 5 _ 
] hope fo,” ſaid the worthy man, and 
entered the library ; ; for this converſation.” 
bad paſſed in the hall. 
A few days after this, as Mrs. Powis was 
giving an account, at dinner, of a viſit ſne 
had paid a neighbouring family that morn- 
ing, ſhe mentioned a Miſs Mortimer, juſt ar- 
rived from London, with whom ſhe n 
quite captivated. 
J aſked Mrs. M orton,“ continued Mrs. 
Powis, © how ſhe became acquainted with 
ſo charming a creature; and ſhe. told me 
the had met her at Mrs. William Morton's, 
in Lancaſhire, and invited her hither.” 


>. Is this Miſs Mortimer handſome — 
enquired Miſs Delville. es 1 


202 SERENA. 

<< Dear Philly, how can you aſk fact; a 
queſtion * retorted the fair widow ; did 
'you ever know me profels a friendſhip for an 
ugly woman in my life?“ 


*, your pardon !“ cried Miſs Del. 
ville; I did not know you had formed 
a friendſhip with Miſs Mortimer,” 


„Then 1 aſſure you I have,“ returned 
Mrs. Powis ; — and if neither you nor my 
uncle will find it unpleaſant, mean to invite 
her next week to notes a few days here.” 


« You . my dear Emily,” ** Lond 
Somerſet, * that, by agreement, you are 
to conſider this houſe as your own, and I 
ſhall, on your account, be happy to ſee 


Miss Mortimer i in it; though I cannot, with 
i Tl 25 the 
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ah facility that you do, form a friendſhip. 


with her, whilſt in total ignorance of her: - 


character and diſpoſition.” 


« Tam confident you will be charmed 
with her,” ſaid Mrs. Powis, with a ſatisfied | 


alr, and roſe from table. 


The Count had of late been in the habit 
of attending her in her evening walk; but 


at preſent he happened to be deeply engaged 


in relating ſome circumſtances that had 
lately occurred in Paris, to Miſs Delville, 


and he did not obſerve the ſort of heſitating 
ſtop made at the door by the fair widow. 


The Chevalier Bayar, however, ſaw it, and 
niſing, deſired permiſſion to walk with her. 


Miſs Delville forgot that De Melanville was 


king: to her, and ſighed, when Mrs. 
K 6 - Powis 


Bonis taking the Chevalier s arm, they left 
5 che room together. 


. Ab!” thought Xavier, © how bleſſed 
ſhould 1 be, had 1 the power to. draw forth 
ſuch a ſigh ; but not for worlds would 1 
give the lovelieſt of women cauſe for it!“ 


Ia a few minutes Lord Somerſet gaily 
noticed the defection of his niece, and the 
. Chevalier, and invited the Count to ac- 
company him in a ſtroll, thence giving Miſs 
5 Delville an opportunity of going to the cot- 
. tage to ſee Serena, and enquire if the fate of 

ber little boy was yet decided.“ 
Contrary to her expectation, ſhe found 
the latter yet : and as the criſis of the 
| diſorder 
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| diſorder had been favourable, there was a q k 


probability that he would finally recover. 


This intelligence, for Miſs Delville was 
very fond of the boy, gave an air of ſatis- 
faction to her countenance as ſhe entered 
Serena's room, which that young lady im- 
mediately obſerved, and while ſhe congra- 
tulated ber upon it, enquired whence it 
aroſe. 5 „ 


Mils Delville, fearful of ' agitating ber yet l 
feeble friend, made an evaſive anſwer ; and 


Serena, taking her hand, faid rend 8 


8 [ obſerve, my dear Philippa, that 
of late you ſhun all converſation of an in- 
tereſting nature; and I have thus long ſub- 


mitted to remain in ignorance of much 


that 
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that I wiſh to know, becauſe I ſaw it was 
painful to you to deceive, or to evade my 
H encuiries. Now, however, that my health 
is in ſome meaſure reſtored, you mult no 
longer refuſe to ſatisfy me reſpecting the 
ſtate of your family. Is it not true that, 
two days ago, I ſaw Lord Somerſet arrive at, 
and leave this habitation ?” 


Mliſs Delville replied in the affirmative, 
: and Serena reſumed. I 


-& 


« Am I miſtaken in ſuppoſing he knows 
whos its preſent fad tenant ?”* 


el cannot tell you an untruth, Serena; 
be certainly does.“ 


a » 


* 
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7 0h Ab then,” cried the unhappy invalid, 5 
« he came hither to upbraid. me for having 
deſtroyed the peace of his only ſon that ö 

ſon, ſo amiable, ſo truly worthy—who, * 
holding out his hand to ſave a miſerable _ 
creature from inevitable deſtruction, received 


N 


a dagger in his heart from the ingrate! 


3, 


«© Be at peace, my beloved Serena,“ re- 
turned Miſs Delville, and all may yet be 
well. My father, who has been perſuaded, 
by ſome malicious fiend, that you are the 
victim of the artifices of his ſon, impatiently. _ 
wiſhes to be permitted to ſee, and aſſure yo | 
of his paternal regard and care for you.” 
« Oh!” exclaimed Serena, with animas . 
tion, - let him come then! Let Lord THE, 
Somerſet but deign to liſten to my {ad Rory, ' 9 
| and © 
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+ and let him acknowledge the matchleſs 
worth of Delville But, alas! to me no- 
thing can now bring bappineſs—the man 
1 fo truly love, an exile for my fake, and 
feeling myſelf bound by ties, undefi nable to 
myſelt, to a man whoſe treachery I abhor, 
and whoſe preſence, even in my dreams, i 18 


hateful to me.” 


Mis Delville, extremely aſtoniſhed to 
hear Serena. mention a knowledge of Sir 
Piercy having left England, impatiently de- 
| manded how ſhe learned ſuch- intelligence ; 
B1 [aged was referred for an anſwer to a letter 
Serena had, about an hour before, red. 
Which ſhe how gave to her, and which ſhe 
| perceived was from Mr. Delamain. 


SER ENA. 1 209 


„ TO MADAME b ALBATN. E 1 
15 F rom the bed of ſickneſs and pain 1 85 


addreſs my Serena, though ſcarcely knowing 
in what character. Not in that of a huſ- 
bandggfor 3 it has been baneful to you, and 


rendered me accurſed ;—not in that of a 


lover, for I have claims on you, that would 
render it a mockery to act as if independent. 
But let us leave thoſe diſtinctions to more 


fortunate beings; and do you permit me to 


appeal to your feelings, and your ſenſe of a | 


juſtice, for a deciſion in my fivour on. u tus N 
point neareſt my heart. : | 


Upwards of three years ſince, Serena 
Hennington, with the moſt engaging frank- 


neſs, declared ſhe loved me, and conſented to ³⁵⁸ 


entruſt to me the future happineſs of her life. 
I fondly received the dear depoſit, and, to 
=_ 


© 4 yo - 
* 


210 SERENA, X 
wy utmoſt, endeavoured to prevent your 
wiſhes, and guard your peace ; and ſhould 
have done fo fill, had not the wretched wo. 
man, who bore my name as my wiſe, added 
to her other injuries that of making you 

«unhappy. When the authority of your de- 
ceaſed brother ſeparated” us, I was taking 

every meaſure to have our union rendered 
permanent. He devolved to Sir Piercy 
| Delville the taſk of dividing us, and well 
bas he hitherto acquitted himſelf !l—You, 
too, Serena, have aided the injuſtice, be- 
* _ cauſe you love your guardian; but can 
you think now. of indulging that love ?— 
Conſider what effect it will have on the 
future proſpects of your ſon, and you cannot 
oppoſe a re- union with his father Even 

Delville tacitly owns that ſuch ſhould be 

your proceeding g.—He has left Engla d, 
1 which 


* 


TOY * 
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which proves that he no more deſires to in- 
terfere betwixt us. He evidently acknow- 
ledges that the intereſt of your boy requires 
that you ſhould be known as my wiſe; yet 
diſdaining to influence your deciſion where 
he has no legal right, he abandons even the 
poſſibility of a conteſt,. and flies to engage 
himſelf in a foreign ſervice, the more effec- 
tually to prevent your appęal to * who 
has no voice in the affair, 


90 Serena, you are, and you muſt be 
mine l—Y2ur own hongur, the interens RE 
your fon demand that you ſhould confirm 
_ yourſelf Mrs. Delamain—a name you ought 
never to have given up; ſince, long before 1 
knew you, the ill conduct of Honora Seward 
had diſunited us in the * of * and 15 


Reaſon | 9 
. | REY * lam 
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« I am at preſent too ill to venture 


to leave my bed, but the firſt moment 


of returning hea'th ſhall be devoted to 
| pleading my cauſe with my Serena.—She 


muſt not refuſe to pardon and accept her 
ever devoted, | 


% 8 = 


A ©« H, DELAMAIN,” 
 Chipton, 


The aſtoniſhment with which Miſs Del- 
Alle peruſed this moſt extraordinary letter, 


— "Fw fo great as to preclude all comments 


upon it for ſome time. Had ſhe been to- 
- ly unintereſted in its contents, it would 
have been ſurpriſing to her that any man, 
under ſuch circumſtances, could write ſuch 

2 letter to the victim of his barbarous dupli- | 
"p< but the inconſiſtent ſtyle of it too 
*T Rrongly 


* * Y * - 
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: Rrongly marked the character of the writer, 
for her not to dread for her friend falling into 
his power. 


In the *— the inſidious arts 
of the betrayer were ſupported in a manner 
worthy of Mr. Delamain; but his ungo- 
vernable pride, his haughtineſs of ſpirit, 
broke forth towards the end; and the ab- 
rupt manner of its concluſion ſhewed to 
the calm and reaſonable Mils Delville A 
abſolute neceſſity that Serena ſhould be on 
her guard not only againſt fraud, but force. | 
For very evident reaſons, however, the aſ-. 
ſertion of Mr. Delamain by no means con- 
vinced her that Sir Piercy had left England; 
ſince the man who could ſuppreſs and di. 
tort the truth, as he had done, could e 
be ſuppoſed to heſitate at dee a down-. 
debe 
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2 | SERENA.” _ 
light falſehood, when it could ſo mat 0 tly- 
forward. his views. "37-1 


5 The conduct Miſs Delville ought now to 
purſue, appeared to her very difficult to de- 
cide on. It ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary that 

| Serena ſhould underſtand. how very much 
Mr. Delamain bad, ia his letter, miſrepre- 

| ſented the ſentiments and declarations of 
Delville; yet it was impoſſible to convince 
her of his falſehood, without informing her 
of the cauſe of his preſent confinement ; 
and there was every probability that hearing 
the life of Sir Piercy had been endangered 
in her cauſe, would give her a ſhock ſuffi- 
cient to deſtroy her ſcarcely recovered health 
and intellects. 


- After à filence of ſome minutes, Miſs 


8 | Ox -— a + 


An. 


— 


2 1 have not yet A a; anſwered 
the fair recluſe, « and ſhall take ſome time 
to deliberate. Not only my ſtrength of 


illneſs, but I find even what energy of mind 
1 once poſſeſſed, almoſt ſubdued. 
ſent ſee but one mode of extricating Sir 
Piercy from the fatal ſpell I have drawn 
around hin—Oh God ! perhaps of OY 5 
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ing his life ! 


Serena pronounced the laſt words with a 
wildneſs that made Miſs Delville fear a re- 
turn of her delirium, and more forcibly than 8 
ever ſhewed her the impropriety of letting 
her know any thing of the meeting between 1 
She therefore 
did 5 


Delville and Mr. Delamain. 


SERENA, 
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body,” ſhe continued, * is impaired by my 
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did all in her power to ſooth her ; a F Jad. WÞ | 
viſing mature deliberation before he took. | 
any ſtep towards re-uniting herſelf with her 
betrayer, Philippa at length ſucceeded in 
reſtoring her friend to ſome ſhare of com- 
poſure, and then returned home, fully de- ö 
termined to aſk her father to accompany her 

on the morrow to Serena, that he might be 

made acquainted with that young lady's 

ſtory, and' afford her his advice and protec- 

tion in her preſent difficulty. In this view | 
ſhe was however diſappointed ; for on the 
following day Lord Somerlet had a return of | 
a rheumatic complaint to which he was ſub- 
ject, which confined him to the houſe, and 
Miss Delville with him, as, when ill, he could 
never bear to have her abſent a ſingle hour. 
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END O7 VOL. II. 
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